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Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea, the Croatian Parliament, at its session of 3 October
2003, has adopted the

DECISION
ON THE EXTENSION OF THE JURISDICTION
OF THE REPUBLIC OF CROATIA IN THE ADRIATIC SEA
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Supporting the multilateral efforts aimed to ensure sustainable fisheries in the Mediterranean, as
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Venice, in particular:

- the sovereign right of every State to extend, in accordance with international law, its
jurisdiction on the sea;

- the extension of national jurisdiction as a way of ensuring and controlling sustainable fisheries;
- a need for urgent action for protecting both the fish stocks and the marine environment;

- co-ordination of measures taken by all coastal States in the field of research, management and
fisheries control;

- resort to multilateral mechanisms in reaching these goals,

Believing that the extension of national jurisdiction in the Mediterranean will create conditions
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Text of note verbale No. 331/2003 dated 29 October 2003 from the Permanent Mission of Croatia, transmitting
the text of the Decision on the Extension of the Jurisdiction of the Republic of Croatia in the Adriatic Sea

The Permanent Mission of the Republic of Croatia to the United Nations presents its
compliments to the Secretary-General of the United Nations in his capacity as the depository
of the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea of 1982, and has the honour to
inform of the following:

The Croatian Parliament passed the Decision on the Extension of the Jurisdiction of
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Parliament, as of that day, the ecological and fisheries protection zone of the Republic of
Croatia has been established beyond the outer limits of the Croatian territorial sea. The
Republic of Croatia shall in its ecological and fisheries protection zone, in accordance with
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The ecological and fisheries protection zone of the Republic of Croatia comprises the
maritime space from the outer limit of the territorial sea seaward up to its outer limit allowed
under general international law. The outer limits of the ecological and fisheries protection
zone of the Republic of Croatia shall be determined through the delimitation agreements with
the neighbouring States in accordance with the Article 74 of the United Nations Law of the
Sea Convention.

Pending the conclusion of the delimitation agreements, the outer limits of the
ecological and fisheries protection zone of the Republic of Croatia shall temporarily follow
the delimitation line of the continental shelf established under the 1968 Agreement between
the SFRY and the Italian Republic on Delimitation of the Continental Shelf, and, in adjacent
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