
 

 

PRESIDENTIAL DECREES No. 532 August 8, 1974 
 

MALACAÑANG  
M a n i l a 

PRESIDENTIAL DECREE No. 532 August 8, 1974 

ANTI-PIRACY AND ANTI-HIGHWAY ROBBERY LAW OF 1974  

WHEREAS, reports from law-enforcement agencies reveal that lawless elements are still committing acts of depredations 
upon the persons and properties of innocent and defenseless inhabitants who travel from one place to another, thereby 



boarding a vessel, the mandatory penalty of death shall be imposed. 

b. Highway Robbery/Brigandage. The penalty of reclusion temporal in its minimum period shall be imposed. If 
physical injuries or other crimes are committed during or on the occasion of the commission of robbery or 
brigandage, the penalty of reclusion temporal in its medium and maximum periods shall be imposed. If kidnapping 
for ransom or extortion, or murder or homicide, or rape is committed as a result or on the occasion thereof, the 
penalty of death shall be imposed. 

Section 4.  Aiding pirates or highway robbers/brigands or abetting piracy or highway robbery/brigandage. Any person who 
knowingly and in any manner aids or protects pirates or highway robbers/brigands, such as giving them information about the 
movement of police or other peace officers of the government, or acquires or receives property taken by such pirates or 
brigands or in any manner derives any benefit therefrom; or any person who directly or indirectly abets the commission of 
piracy or highway robbery or brigandage, shall be considered as an accomplice of the principal offenders and be punished in 
accordance with the Rules prescribed by the Revised Penal Code. 

It shall be presumed that any person who does any of the acts provided in this Section has performed knowingly, unless the 
contrary is proven. 

Section 5.  Repealing Clause. Pertinent portions of Act No. 3815, otherwise known as the Revised Penal Code; and all laws, 
decrees, or orders or instructions, or parts thereof, insofar as they are inconsistent with this Decree are hereby repealed or 
modified accordingly. 

Section 6.  Effectivity. This Decree shall take effect upon approval. 

Done in the City of Manila, this 8th day of August, in the year of Our Lord, nineteen hundred and seventy-four. 

 
 
 

  

 


