
   Contribution from the Secretariat of the United Nations Framework 
Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) to the report of the UN Secretary-

General on oceans and the law of the sea, pursuant to General Assembly 
Resolution A/73/1241 entitled “Oceans and the Law of the Sea” and 

specifically to paragraph 358 of that resolution 

Key messages 

- The importance of oceans is identified in the Convention and the Paris Agreement. The role of ocean-
related issues is increasingly recognized under a number of activities under the UNFCCC. 

- 70% of government’s current nationally determined contributions (NDCs) under the Paris Agreement 
include some mention of ocean/marine issues. The dominant concerns raised by governments to date are 
coastal impacts (

http://undocs.org/en/A/73/L.35
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https://www.ipcc.ch/report/ar5/wg2/
https://www.ipcc.ch/sr15/
https://www.ipcc.ch/report/srocc/
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(c) Making finance flows consistent with a pathway towards low greenhouse gas emissions and climate 
resilient development. 

This Agreement will be implemented to reflect equity and the principle of common but differentiated 
responsibilities and respective capabilities, in the light of different national circumstances. 

In Article 4.1:  

“In order to achieve the long-term temperature goal set out in Article 2, Parties aim to reach global peaking 
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Figure 1 
Frequency of marine mitigation and adaptation categories in NDCs as of June 2016 

 

 

Source:  
Natalya D.Gallo, David G.Victor and Lisa A.Levin (2017). Ocean commitments under the Paris Agreement. 
Nature climate change. DOI: 10.1038/NCLIMATE3422. 
The frequency of different marine mitigation (dark blue) and marine impacts and adaptation (light blue) 
categories included in NDCs. Number of NDCs requestind0.40on 

https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/resource/sbi2018inf13.pdf
https://www4.unfccc.int/sites/NAPC/News/Pages/national_adaptation_plans.aspx
http://unfccc.int/7279


https://library.wmo.int/opac/doc_num.php?explnum_id=3417
https://unfccc.int/event/earth-information-day
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¶ At RD812 

https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/resource/RD10%20Summary%20report.pdf
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o Transdisciplinary research helps support engagement between the scientific and policy 
communities; 

o Dialogue should be facilitated, including at regional level, to help different stakeholders 
reconcile views on (transformative) ways forward based on the best available science. 

Figure 2 

Linking ocean risks to NDCs and the global stocktake, to be assessed in the sixth assessment cycle of 
IPCC 

 

Source: 
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(2006). The NWP operates under the overall guidance of the Chair of the SBSTA, with assistance from the 
secretariat, and contributions from Parties and other relevant stakeholders.15 

At SBSTA 48 16 the SBSTA concluded that future NWP thematic areas should focus on emerging issues in 
relation to climate change including: Oceans, coastal areas and ecosystems, including mega deltas, coral 
reefs and mangroves. 

The Warsaw International Mechanism on loss and damage and Technology Executive Committee (jointly under 
the SBSTA and the Subsidiary Body for Implementation (SBI)) 

The work programme of the Warsaw International Mechanism on loss and damage17  includes oceans issues 
which are being considered under slow onset event (sea level rise and ocean acidification in collaboration 
with SBSTA/RSO), non-economic losses and irreversible impacts (e.g., coral bleaching). 

At their seventh meeting, the Executive Committee of the Warsaw International Mechanism for Loss and 
Damage (Executive Committee) associated with Climate Change Impacts launched pioneering work on 
technology to avert, minimize and address loss and damage, through collaboration with the Technology 
Executive Committee (TEC). A joint working group has been set up to lead the collaborative preparation of 
this policy brief and a draft concept note for the development of the policy brief.18 

Technical work towards an improved knowledge-base related to oceans is planned this year (2019) by the 
Expert Group on Slow Onset Events of the Executive Committee, in the context of enhancing cooperation 
and facilitation in relation to slow onset events, as part of Strategic workstream (a) of the five-year workplan 
of the Executive Committee.19 

6. Activities under the COP / CMA 

Talanoa dialogue 

At COP 21 (Paris 2015) the COP decided to convene a facilitative dialogue among Parties in 2018 to take 
stock of the collective efforts of Parties in relation to progress towards the long-term goal referred to in 
Article 4, paragraph 1of the Paris Agreement. The facilitative dialogue became known as the Talanoa 
dialogue.20  

A number of inputs to the Talanoa dialogue highlighted the importance of oceans to the climate change 

https://unfccc.int/nwp
https://unfccc.int/files/adaptation/groups_committees/loss_and_damage_executive_committee/application/pdf/draft-five-year-rolling-workplan-12-oct.pdf
https://unfccc.int/files/adaptation/groups_committees/loss_and_damage_executive_committee/application/pdf/draft-five-year-rolling-workplan-12-oct.pdf
https://unfccc.int/topics/2018-talanoa-dialogue-platform
https://unfccc.int/documents/65315


 9 

 

Global stocktake 

Decision 19/CMA.1 is on “Matters relating to Article 14 of the Paris Agreement and paragraphs 99-101 of 
decision 1/CP.21.” Parties decided that the global stocktake will consist of three components (paragraph 3):  

a) Information collection and preparation, focusing on gathering, compiling and synthesizing 
information and preparing for conducting the technical assessment; 

b) Technical assessment, focusing on taking stock of the implementation of the Paris Agreement to 
assess the collective progress towards achieving the purpose and long-term goals of the Paris 
Agreement, as well as opportunities for enhanced action and support to achieve its purpose and 
goals; 

c) Consideration of outputs,  focusing  on  discussing  the  implications  of  the findings of  the  technical  
assessment  with  a  view  to  achieving  the  outcome  of  the  global stocktake of informing Parties 
in updating and enhancing, in a nationally determined manner, their actions and support, in 
accordance with relevant provisions of the Paris Agreement, as well as in enhancing international 
cooperation for climate action. 

The sources of input for the global stocktake are given in paragraph 37 of the same decision and include IPCC 
reports, relevant reports from UN agencies and other international organizations that should be supportive 
of the UNFCCC process, regional groups and institutions and non-Party stakeholders and UNFCCC observer 

http://enb.iisd.org/climate/cop22/oceans-action-day/
http://enb.iisd.org/climate/cop23/oceans-action-day/
http://enb.iisd.org/climate/cop23/oceans-action-day/
https://www.oceanactionhub.org/ocean-action-day-held-climate-change-cop-24-poland

