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beachgoers; fishermen; materials manufacturers, processors, and transporters; shore-based solid waste
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dumping; and public littering. These materials are transported by:

Sewer overflows & sewage treatment plants — Public wastewater treatment facilities are prohibited from
ischaraging plastics and ather matearials inta tha marina anvirnnmant | Indar narmal “dns waathar”
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Consumption or contact with water polluted with these pathogens can result in infectious hepatitis,
diarrhea, bacillary dysentery, skin rashes, and even typhoid and cholera.

Aesthetic and Economic Impacts
Clean and safe beaches promote tourism and economic health. Litter makes shorelines unattractive and
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National Marine Debris Monitoring Program
Through a multi-year cooperative agreement with the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, The Ocean
Conservancy developed and ﬁeld—tested the Natlonal Marine Debns Monltormg Program (NMDMP) This
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Annex V is of particular importance to the maritime community because it prohibits the disposal of plastic
materials at sea and regulates the disposal of other garbage at sea. Under Annex V, garbage includes
food and domestic and operational waste — excluding fresh fish — generated during normal vessel
operations and liable to be disposed of continuously or periodically. Annex V also requires ports and
terminals to provide garbage reception facilities for boats and ships. Ships of signatory nations must
abide by Annex V regulations at all times in all waters; ships from non-signatory nations must abide by
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