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Mr. Co-Chairman

1. It's a great honour and privilege for me to present in this discussion
panel the most recent work of the Baltic Marine Environment Protection
Commission — also known as HELCOM - as regards safety of navigation and
thus, measures to protect the marine environment of the Baltic Sea area.

2. Please allow me to first g|ve you a bnef outline of the two things that
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in the Baltic, namely:
- The sensitivity of the sea area; and

- The character of the traffic, including the number of ships and the type
and amount of cargo transported.

3. Let me first say a few things about the Baltic Sea area:

- Around 85 million people live in the catchment area of the Baltic Sea —
an area which is four times the size of the sea itself.

- it is a brackish sea, due to the run-off from more than 200 nvers This

““‘h- Tgﬁc—f‘ﬁ“i“ sir“ i




triple and oil transportation is thought to increase by 40%. Expansion of
existing as well as new oil terminals in the Gulf of Finland and the still
increasing economic growth in the Eastern Baltic countries may lead to further

increases.
5. The Baltic Sea States qunte early realized that somethlng multilateral
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basis for this is the Convention on the Protection of the Marine Environment of
the Baltic Sea Area, from 1974 and revised in 1992, as well as
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the Baltic Sea area and the European Community.
6. The work carried out within the framework of HELCOM has two aims
- To protect the marine environment of the Baltic Sea from all sources of



- Joint initiatives of the Baltic Sea States within the International Maritime
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- Implementation by the Baltic Sea States of regulations within the
International Maritime Organization and International Hydrographic
Organization, where possible with the strictest demands; and
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Organization.
13. Let me briefly outline the measures decided on by HELCOM - the

Aiaritie ~f athinb lhAsia nauchann imnlamantad

. _

I | —

|




the maritime traffic and as a basis for risk analyses. Denmark and Germany
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21.  The Baltic Sea States also decided to strengthen the compliance with
maritime safety regulations:

- By providing electronic guidance and information for safe navigation;
and
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promote safety and environmentally conscious practices — having due
regard to that around 80% of all accidents at sea are due to human
failure.

22. A decision by the Baltic Sea States to refrain from making use of any
exemption and relaxation provisions will ensure that single-hull oil tankers will
be phased-out at the earliest date possible under the IMO regime.
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involvement of the maritime industry — shippers as well as recipients — in
ensuring quality shipping in the Baltic. This is to be obtained through the
development of administrative agreements to ensure:



