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Contribution of the United Kingdom to the 15th round of Informal 

Consultations of the State 

Parties to the UN Fish Stocks Agreement (ICSP

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2020/22/contents/enacted
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2010/1627/contents/made
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4. UK fisheries legislation sits within the UK Fisheries Management and Support Framework3, 

(Fisheries Framework). The Fisheries Framework is an agreement relating to the 

management of fisheries by the four fisheries policy authorities which recognises both the 

devolved competence, but also that a degree of convergence, at least at a high level is 

required to effectively manage fisheries and our ocean. The main components of the 

Fisheries Framework are the legislative elements including the Fisheries Act 2020, other 

legislation, the 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/fisheries-management-and-support-provisional-common-framework
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/draft-joint-fisheries-statement-jfs
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▪ Reducing the effects of fishing on the marine and coastal environment. 

▪ Supporting a modern, resilient, and environmentally responsible fishing industry. 

 

8. The overarching policies in the draft JFS are designed to address the specific needs of the 

h<͛Ɛ fishing industry and environment. The JFS will support the achievement of the 

objectives of the Marine Strategy Regulations (GES) in UK seas by ensuring fish stocks are 

harvested within Maximum Sustainable Yield (MSY); that key forage species are 

protected; that fish stocks and fisheries activities are managed so that any negative 

impacts on marine ecosystems are minimised and, where possible, reversed 
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Marine Strategy5, (UKMS) covering 15 elements (known as descriptors) including: seals, 

cetaceans, seabirds, fish biodiversity; non-indigenous species; commercial fish; food 

webs; eutrophication; sea-floor integrity; hydrographical conditions; contaminants; 

contaminants in seafood; marine litter and underwater noise. 

 

 

2. Policy and Implementation  

11. Details of fisheries management measures in place to directly contribute to an ecosystem-

based approach to fisheries management are set out below.  

 

2.1 Reduction of Mortality on non-target species 
 

12. The Fisheries Act͛Ɛ ͚�ǇĐĂƚĐŚ�KďũĞĐƚŝǀĞ͛�ƐĞĞŬs to avoid or reduce the wasteful practice of 

discarding fish; and the ͚ �ĐŽƐǇƐƚĞŵ�KďũĞĐƚŝǀĞ͛�commits to minimising and, where possible, 

eliminating negative impacts on marine ecosystems and incidental catches of sensitive 

marine species  

i) Maximum Sustainable Yield 
 

13. The UK is committed to sustainable fishing, including the principle of fishing within a 

Maximum Sustainable Yield (MSY) whilst ending the wasteful practice of discarding fish. 

Due to the international nature of fishing and fish stocks which span national boundaries, 

MSY can only be achieved through international negotiation, and relies on the goodwill 

and shared ambition of other parties. We will use our negotiating power as a coastal state 

to seek to achieve sustainable fishing at an international level. 

 

 

ii) Addressing Illegal, Unreported, Unregulated Fishing 
 

14. Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated (IUU) fishing globally undermines our collective 

ability to fish at MSY and implement an ecosystem-based approach to fisheries 

management as we cannot know the volume of fish extracted by illegal operations. The 

 
5 Marine strategy part one: UK updated assessment and Good Environmental Status - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) 



https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/fishing-regulations-the-blue-book/section-d-illegal-unreported-and-unregulated-iuu-legislation




https://jncc.gov.uk/our-work/uk-marine-protected-area-network-statistics/#:~:text=UK%20Marine%20Protected%20Area%20network%20statistics%20%20,76%20%20%20261%2C543%20%20%2036%20
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2.4 Wider Ecosystem Impacts 
 

i) Marine Litter 
 

23. Abandoned, lost, or otherwise discarded fishing gear (ALDFG) is currently the form of 

marine litter with the greatest known impact on marine life, and has been estimated to 

cause a 5-30% decline in some fish stock levels8. To address this, and other sources of 

marine litter, the UK:  

 

 Has, through its 2021 presidency, driven the G7 to commit to step up international 

action to tackle ALDFG, including an agreement to carefully consider the 

recommendations of the UK commissioned Organisation for Economic Co-operation 

and Development, (OECD), ƌĞƉŽƌƚ�͚dŽǁĂƌĚƐ�'ϳ��ĐƚŝŽŶ�ƚŽ��ombat Ghost Fishing ŐĞĂƌ͛9. 

 Is an active member of the Global Ghost Gear Initiative, an alliance of the fishing 

industry, private companies, NGOs and governments. It is the first initiative dedicated 

to tackling the problem of ghost fishing on a global scale. 

 Joined the Group of Friends to Combat Marine Plastic Pollution (GoF) as one of the 45 

founding countries. The 

https://www.ghostgear.org/news/2018/2/6/gggi-2017-annual-report
https://www.oecd.org/environment/towards-g7-action-to-combat-ghost-fishing-gear-a4c86e42-en.htm
https://www.oecd.org/environment/towards-g7-action-to-combat-ghost-fishing-gear-a4c86e42-en.htm
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known as nurdles. This initiative addresses this problem at all stages of the supply 

chain. We also support Fishing for Litter (FFL), a voluntary, unpaid litter bycatch 

removal scheme facilitated by Kommunernes International Miljoorganisation (Local 

Authorities International Environmental Organisation) (KIMO) to support commercial 

fishers, providing large bags to collect litter present in their regular catches. When full, 

these bags are deposited on the quayside and collected for disposal.  

 

ii) Underwater Noise Pollution 
 

24. There is a growing body of evidence to suggest that underwater noise can have impacts 

across the full ecosystem, including on fish. Underwater noise is increasing in the marine 

environment and includes noise from pile driving for wind farm foundations, seismic 

surveys for locating oil and gas reserves and removal of unexploded ordnance. Impacts on 

the marine environment can include disturbing, displacing and injuring marine mammals. 

 

25. Through the UK Marine Strategy, a programme of measures has been put in place to 

regulate underwater noise. Most activities creating sounds exceeding levels judged to be 

harmful to marine animals sensitive to disturbances must be licensed or notified and 

conducted under strict conditions. A Marine Noise Registry10 has been developed to 

record impulsive sound from various activities in the UK seas, which feeds into a European 

registry through the OSPAR Convention. 

 

26. In addition, the h<͛Ɛ�^ƚĂƚƵƚŽƌǇ�EĂƚƵƌĞ��ŽŶƐĞƌǀĂƚŝŽŶ��ŽĚŝĞƐ͛�ŚĂǀĞ�ƉƵďůŝƐŚĞĚ�Guidance for 

assessing the significance of noise disturbance against Conservation Objectives of harbour 

porpoise Special Areas of Conservation for England and Northern Ireland (2020)11

https://mnr.jncc.gov.uk/
https://hub.jncc.gov.uk/assets/2e60a9a0-4366-4971-9327-2bc409e09784
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and economic information is brought together in a holistic way, to improve our 

understanding of the complex trade-offs faced in the sustainable use of the marine 

environment. The programme will help frame fisheries management within the context 

of wider natural capital growth and will fill priority evidence gaps in areas such as marine 

biodiversity, carbon sequestration, fish nursery grounds and cultural and recreational 

services of fisheries. It will invest in innovative data collection and analysis technology, 

including using private sector expertise, for fisheries management. Furthermore, it will 

support development of fisheries management plans and create an easy to access data 

system to capture multidisciplinary evidence products that will catalyse the ecosystem-

based approach to fisheries management. Evidence gathered through its first year has 

already been used to great effect to model impacts of a fisheries closure on wider 

fisheries, birds, cetace
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environment are considered and minimised by fisheries managers, ensuring healthy seas 

on which our fisheries resources rely.  

 

33. FMPs will use advice from all parties with an interest in the target stocks/fisheries/areas, 

including fisheries scientists, fisheries managers, industry experts and fishers themselves 


