
U.S. Input for UN Fish Stock Agreement 15th Informal Consultation of States Parties: 
“Implementation of an ecosystem approach to fisheries management” 

 
(i) Experience in the implementation of an ecosystem approach to fisheries management, 
including in relation to: 
 

(a) assessing the impacts of fishing on the ecosystem, including on associated or dependent 
species; 

 
All United States fisheries management must comply with a variety of U.S. laws that require the 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s National Marine Fisheries Service (NOAA 
Fisheries) to assess the impacts of fisheries management measures on the ecosystem, including 
target and non-



implementing the EBFM Policy in U.S. fishery management.  In 2019, NOAA Fisheries released 
regional EBFM implementation plans. These plans include specific actions the U.S. has recently 



● Chart a course that is aspirational and achievable in the context of existing 
resources and information. 

 
(iii) Actions needed to further strengthen the implementation of an ecosystem approach to 
fisheries management, including to address particular challenges faced by developing countries 
through capacity-building in accordance with Part VII of the Agreement. 

● Implement ecosystem-level planning by building stakeholder and public support and 
clarifying ecosystem-based fishery management goals and objectives. 

● Advance our understanding of ecosystem processes by strengthening monitoring of 
existing fisheries and their ecosystems to identify shifts and trends and use modeling 
to improve predictions of future ecosystem conditions. 

● Prioritize vulnerabilities to ecosystems and their components through ecosystem-level 
risk assessments. 

● Explore tradeoffs within ecosystems through the use of management strategy 
evaluations, scenario planning, indicators, and other tools. 

● Incorporate ecosystem considerations into management by continuing to improve the 
delivery of ecosystem information into the existing fishery management decision-
making process. 

● Maintain resilient ecosystems and community well-being.  
 


