


i) Regulation of fishing gear. 

 

2.  Aquaculture: productive activity that has had an important development in recent years 

represented in a worldwide growth that has been positioned in the world to minimize the impact 

on fishery resources and to fill up the deficit that exists between demand and the natural supply 

of fish for food security. AUNAP performs actions framed in: 

 

a) Development of new technological packages that allow diversifying production processes in 

diverse species, both continental and offshore. 

b) Food security, based on aquaculture products that can satisfy the need of protein  in 

Colombia.  

c) 95% of aquaculture in Colombia has been developed with exotic species that are currently 

domesticated. For its greater control, AUNAP has the resolution: 2287 of 2015 “which states 

that some species of fish are declared domesticated for the development of Aquaculture and 

other provisions are dictated”. 

d) National Development Plan for Sustainable Aquaculture. 

 

Other actions: 

 

a) Other actions are aimed to the repopulation of native species being careful in their 

distribution by basins, and taking into account the purity of the genetic pool. 

b) Monitoring the catches made on the resource in fisheries and harvest for aquaculture. 

Under this vision, the exercise of fishing in Colombia means that this activity does not work in a 

determined way with target fisheries, but rather the catches are exercised over a wide variety of species 

and with a variety of fishing gear and methods. 

✓ MISSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 

During the mission of the AUNAP, different actions, regulations and projects have been taken in favor of 

the development of fisheries with an ecosystem approach. As proof of this, what has been done from 

each mission unit is detailed below: 

➢ TECHNICAL DIRECTION OF INSPECTION AND SURVEILLANCE: 

This agency is responsible for monitoring, controlling and coordinating all actions that allow verifying 

compliance with regulations related to the exercise of fishing and aquaculture production in Colombia, 

which are oriented to ensure sustainability and a good use of fishery resources to provide a future for the 

next generations. 

1. Rules: 

 Law 1851 of 2017 “by which measures are established against illegal fishing and the crime of illegal 

fishing activity in the Colombian maritime territory”. 

 Communication of December 30th, 2015 for the Bureau of Illegal Fishing and Illegal Fishing activity. 

 Resolution 1026 of July 2016 “By which control and surveillance measures are adopted for the 

control of fishing activity carried out by national and foreign flag vessels”. 



 Resolution 1970 of 2018. "By which the National Co-management Committee for Bycatch in 

Colombia is created and regulated." 

2. Projects: 

 Reduce illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing in Colombian Marine waters with the 

conceivable



 Global fishing quotas. During each term, AUNAP is responsible for analyzing the existing 

information in order to determine the maximum sustainable yield through mathematical models 

and propose a precautionary margin of use that guarantees the sustainability of the fishing 

resources and subsequently ensures compliance with the quotas assigned to each permit holder. 

 

➢ KNOWLEDGE AND INFORMATION GENERATION OFFICE 

Is in charge of formulating the lines of research, concepts and procedures for Colombian fisheries and 

aquaculture resources, as well as directing the technical investigations that establish criteria, guidelines 

and instruments for their sustainable use and increase of the country's productivity and competitiveness, 

facilitating to the National Government to consolidate the policy on the efficient use of the resources 

coming from the sector. 

Research Projects 

PURPOSE OF THE CONTRACT OR AGREEMENT RESULTS ACHIEVED 

During various annuities, AUNAP has contribute in 
the evaluation of the distribution and abundance 
of the main demersal fishery resources in the 
Colombian Pacific and Caribbean and other 
potential resources, considered for the country as 
squid. 

The abundance and distribution of the main 
demersal resources in the north of the Colombian 
Caribbean and north of the Colombian Pacific 
were estimated in order to establish space-time 
differences that have a scope of sustainable 
management and use of the resources related to 
the study area. 

During various annuities, AUNAP has joined with 
other organizations, for the strengthening of 
biological-fisheries monitoring actions in port, 
fishing areas and on board vessels of fishing 
resources in the main industrial and artisanal 
marine fisheries, corresponding to the 
implementation of the Colombia-POPC Fisheries 
Observer Program. 

Implementation of the Fisheries Observer 
Program of Colombia-POPC that aims to know the 
dynamics of industrial and artisanal fishing activity 
estimating catch volumes, fishing areas and 
biological parameters that will allow inputs to be 
recognized in the establishment of fishing 
regulations. 

Join technical, administrative, logistic and financial 
cooperation efforts between AUNAP and 
SQUALUS FOUNDATION to carry out a risk 
assessment and violation of elasmobranchs, 



ecosystems they are part of, were not estimated, 
also the ecological risks given by fisheries for each 
shark species that live in the surrounding waters 
of the Archipelago, were not mentioned as well  

Combine technical, administrative, logistics and 
financial cooperation efforts between the 
National Aquaculture and Fisheries Authority – 
AUNAP and the Colombian Foundation for the 
Research and Conservation of Sharks and Rays-
SQUALUS to carry out a biological-fishery 
evaluation of the Exclusive Artisanal Fishing Zone 
ZEPA and its associated fishing resources and 
studies of distribution and abundance of the Pala 
Snail in the southern keys of the Archipelago of 
San Andrés, Providencia and Santa Catalina ” 

 
Biological-fisheries evaluation of the Exclusive 
Zone of Artisanal Fishing ZEPA and its related 
fishing resources 
 

 
Conduct studies of distribution and abundance of 
the Pala Snail in the southern keys of the 
Archipelago of San Andrés, Providencia and Santa 
Catalina 

Carry out a study of the relative abundance of the 
strombus gigas / lobatus gigas fishing resource in 
the artisanal fishing areas in the southern keys - 
Bolívar and Albuquerque and formulation of 
management recommendations 

Determination of the abundance of the Strombus 
gigas / Lobatus gigas fishing resource, in the 
artisanal fishing areas in the southern keys - 
Bolívar and Albuquerque and formulation of 
management recommendations 

Make the assessment of the potential usable in 
the third reproductive period of the year of the 
lobster fishery resource in La Guajira 

Assessment of the potential in the third 





process. (Resolution AUNAP 
1743 of 2017) 

 

TRANSVERSAL PROJECTS 

 AUNAP - INVEMAR - GEF cooperation project entitled “SUSTAINABLE MANAGEMENT OF 

INCIDENTAL CAPTURE IN LATIN AND CARIBBEAN ARRASTRE FISHERIES (REBYC-II LAC)” which aims 

to strengthen the management of bycatch and responsible trawling practices within an EEP 
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operation, as they are made of a lightweight material and use larger mesh sizes compared to 
traditional nets. The above responds to reducing the environmental impact by offering a fishing 
technology that reduces CO2 emissions. Combined with this technology, spatio-temporal closures 
were designed together with the fishermen to regulate access to fishing areas, in such a way that 
the fishing effort is controlled, and sensitive habitats are protected by trawling without reducing the 
income of the fishermen. These technological and operational management measures are being 
implemented through co-administrative and co-management actions, signing fishing agreements 
between artisanal fishermen, industrialists, NGOs, the academy and institutions such as the 
National Aquaculture and Fisheries Authority (AUNAP) and INVEMAR. On several occasions these 
agreements have been elevated to the rank of Resolutions of the Ministry of Agriculture, introducing 
evidence of the application of the Ecosystem Approach where the goals of resource conservation 
and productivity are balanced. This project has had an important political impact and has contributed 
to modifying the institutional structure for fisheries management in Colombia. 

 
• A long-term research activity is the monitoring of artisanal fishing in the Ciénaga Grande of Santa 

Marta (CGSM), an estuarine lagoon Biosphere reserve and Ramsar wetland. For 25 years, 
INVEMAR has been conducting research not only on fisheries monitoring, but also on the 
environment by monitoring the quality of the waters, the structure and coverage of the mangrove 
swamp, and more recently the hydrodynamics of the system. This scenario allows to acquire the 
knowledge on the environmental and biotic effects that occur in the system, affecting the life 
histories of fauna populations, especially fish in the CGSM. Fishery monitoring is carried out under 
participatory research, that is, trained local fishermen are the field collectors of fishery information. 
The results of this research are: to know the variability of fishery production, its effect on biodiversity, 
how to reduce it, as well as to generate human intervention scenarios to maintain a productive 
ecosystem that ensures the provision of fishery resources to the human population dependent on 
the ecosystem service. INVEMAR with this information generates management measures so that 
the fishing and environmental authorities exercise the policy to conserve this ecosystem. 

 
• The declarations of marine protected areas in the regions, taking advantage of existing national 

legislation to declare coastal territories under the figure of Regional Integrated Management Districts 
(DRMI), INVEMAR has been identifying conservation gaps for species of economic interest and has 
related these to areas susceptible to be declared as DRMI by the environmental authorities of the 
coastal regions (Autonomous Regional Corporations and those of Sustainable Development). For 
their implementation, these DRMIs must structure management plans that include fisheries 
management actions with an Ecosystem Approach, focusing especially on the sustainability of the 
traditional livelihoods of human populations, promoting food security, while simultaneously aiming at 
environmental sustainability and the well-being of the communities that inhabit these territories. 
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