February 24.2020

We thank voul for the invitation 1o contriblire an the tonic of focus of the 15th round of Informal -
Consultations of States Parties to the United Nations Fish Stocks Agreement.
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Migratory Fish Stocks. and related.instruments. (UNGA 2019) and in_particular paraaranhs
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environmental factors affecting marine ecosvstems.... (Section (0. d) of the 23 Jan. 2020 invitation Jerter

Nennnlarnbhocwnriad with tha LINDOANAC EAG gnd the GFCM on the issues of ocean noise
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In a report commissioned by OceanCare, 115 pﬂmary soermﬂc studies, encompassing various human-

necies.of invertehrares were, I’P\/IF‘A/\I@FI

(Weilgart 2018).
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and settling, and slower growth rates.
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gadntanharsstroke outboard engines appear Iess |mpactfu| to some marine
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, : : onc apply ships, among other
vessels Altematwe operann or technolog|es should be promoted
7. All sonars, echosounders and multlbeams should use frequencies above at least 200 kHz.

8 7 . " onrecreational boats upon turning on
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9. nd vibration through the seabed.

Alternative foundations such as suction caissons or gravity-hased foundations.mav.effectively. .
eliminate noise during construction. Quieter, new installation methods should be explored and
promoted.

10. Naval sonar should also be kept away from biologically rich and productive areas. Dipping
sonar seems to be particularly problematic for marine mammals and may also be for fish and
invertebrates as there is no possibility of habituation.

11. Noise impacts should be mcorporated mto populano modellmo far fish and invertebrates_
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13. possible source level.

16. Acoustic refuges of still-guiethinloaicallvimnartant areas for noise-sensitive marne. life shquld. .

be cafanmiinrAAA AnA neatactAAd frAarm nAicen
17. The unnroven Assiumnfion that all marine. life will Px\éQld nm&emusr be iettisoned Many. soecies..
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them. Fven if animals avoid noise, this is a costly behavior in terms of: a) lost foraging time; b)
the energetic costs of transiting and mterrupted feedlng and ¢) increased predation and less
efficient foraging in areas thatarenota~ " "
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noise in the context of a study on socio-economic imnagts on Medirerranean fish stacks |
(GECMAQceanCare 2019) ..
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For further information please contact:
Fab|enne McLellan, Co-Ea. 1@t irt-essa fclellan@oceancare.org
zDirector International Relgtions - ggseeadmm.
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About OceanCare:

OceanCare is a SWiss NON-na. S mireifg T tRa 1,

areas of marine pollution, environmental changes, fishegies, whaling sealina. cantivineaf magipe.,
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UNEP/MAP. OceanCare has also been accred|ted asa I\/\aJor Group to the Umted Nanns Envwonment
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