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Summary 

The International Convention for the Regulation of Whaling contains an integral Schedule which sets 
out specific measures that the IWC has collectively decided are necessary in order to regulate whaling 
and conserve whale stocks. In addition, the IWC co-ordinates and funds conservation work on many 
species of cetaceans. Through its Scientific Committee it undertakes extensive study and research on 
cetacean populations, develops and maintains scientific databases, and publishes its own peer 
reviewed scientific journal: the Journal of Cetacean Research and Management. The Convention has 
88 member governments and over a hundred accredited observers.   
 
The biggest threats to healthy cetacean stocks are not under the regulatory authority of the IWC and, 
as such the IWC places a high value on co-operation with other intergovernmental organizations, 
industry (fishing, shipping, etc.) and the wider non-governmental and research community, as well as 
on the development of regional approaches to conservation and management. The IWC is mandated 
to co-operate with other intergovernmental organisations including the International Maritime 
Organisation (IMO), the Food and Agricultural Organization of the United Nations (FAO), Regional 
Fisheries Management Organisations (RFMOs), UN Environment and the Biodiversity-related MEAs 
(particularly the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD), Convention on Migratory Species (CMS) and 
Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES). The IWC
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watching industry; allocates funds to priority projects on small cetacean conservation; and 

provides scientific advice on research projects and publication of papers. One of the aims of 

the IWC’s Journal on Cetacean Research and Management is to support authors from 

developing countries. The IWC’s MoU with ATLAFCO addresses capacity building, including 

through the hosting of an intern from COMHAFAT each year.  

 Sustainable fishing – The IWC’S Bycatch Mitigation Initiative (BMI) addresses the critical 

need to monitor and mitigate cetacean bycatch in fisheries around the world. The BMI 

includes extensive collaboration with global, regional and community fisheries fostering an 

ecosystem approach to ensure viable fisheries. The IWC produced factsheets based on the 

FAO-and other partners Guidelines on cetacean bycatch, which support the design and 

implementation of practical solutions for its mitigation. The BMI is also a collaborative 

partner in two interdisciplinary projects starting in 2023. The IWC is leading a Common 

Oceans ABNJ Tuna Phase II capsule project, in collaboration with RFBs and RFMOs in two 

ocean basins – the Indian Ocean and the Western Pacific. Secondly, IWC is a partner in the 

Coordinated Development and Implementation of Best Practices in Bycatch Reduction in the 

North Atlantic region — (CIBBRiNA) project was approved in March 2023 by the Programme 

for the Environment and Climate Action (LIFE). This project will work to achieve EU cross-

border cooperation and fisheries engagement to improve knowledge on bycatch in different 

fisheries, to minimise bycatch of priority ETP species and to work towards science-based 

assessments of the impacts of bycatches on their populations.  

 Marine safety – Ship strikes can have negative consequences for both humans and 

cetaceans, and the IWC has focussed on collaborative ways to minimise such occurrences 

including work with IMO, governments and regional organisations (e.g. on rerouting 

shipping lanes, speed reductions, guidance to marine users). The IWC continues to develop a 

global database of ship strikes continually adding historic and new records. This provides a 

useful resource for the assessment of shipping related mortality both spatially and 

temporally. The IWC is also pursuing alternative sources of vessel tracking data to inform 

researchers and policy makers.  

 Climate change - This continues to be considered by the IWC’s Scientific and Conservation 

Committees and a new programme of work is being developed. The Scientific and 

Conservation Committees have formed a new Climate Change Intersessional 

Correspondence Group. The joint intersessional group will consider a future workshop and 

how to bring more information on climate change issues into SC. 

 Marine debris – A new Resolution on Marine Plastic Pollution was adopted by consensus at 
IWC68 (October 2022). The Resolution states that marine plastic pollution is now recognised 
as a major global threat to cetaceans (entanglement, ingestion), ocean and ecosystem health, 
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1.8 In collaboration with ATLAFCO/COMHAFAT (also a member of RSN), the IWC launched a 
programme to host interns from African countries within the Secretariat. A pilot internship 
was implemented in September-October 2022 as an opportunity for direct, hands-on 
engagement in the preparatory work in the lead-up to the Commission meeting and the 
running of the meeting itself. The IWC and ATLAFCO/COMHAFAT signed a Memorandum of 
Understanding at the Commission meeting to continue working together. 
 

2. Marine environment and marine resources 

 

Section X of Resolution 77/248 addresses the Marine environment and marine resources and the 

need to protect and preserve the marine environment and its living marine resources against 

pollution and physical degradation. This reflects key priorities for the IWC which is active in several 

areas addressed in this section including: 
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4. Marine Science 

Section XII of Resolution 77/248, paragraph 306 addresses 
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