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UNHCR Submission SG Report “Oceans and the Law of the Sea” 

UNGA Resolution 77/248 of 30 December 2022, “Oceans and the law of the sea”. 
 
/Ŷ� ƚŚĞ�ĂďƐĞŶĐĞ�ŽĨ� ƐĂĨĞƌ�ŵĞĂŶƐ� ƚŽ� ƐĞĞŬ� ŝŶƚĞƌŶĂƟŽŶĂů�ƉƌŽƚĞĐƟŽŶ͕� ƌĞĨƵŐĞĞƐ�ĂŶĚ�ŽƚŚĞƌ�ƉĞƌƐŽŶƐ�ƵŶĚĞƌ�
hE,�Z Ɛ͛� ŵĂŶĚĂƚĞ� ĐŽŶƟŶƵĞĚ� ƚŽ� ƌĞƐŽƌƚ� ƚŽ� ĚĂŶŐĞƌŽƵƐ� ũŽƵƌŶĞǇƐ� ďǇ� ƐĞĂ� ŝŶ� ŵĂŶǇ� ƉĂƌƚƐ� ŽĨ� ƚŚĞ� ǁŽƌůĚ͕�
ŝŶĐůƵĚŝŶŐ� ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�DĞĚŝƚĞƌƌĂŶĞĂŶ�^ĞĂ͕�ƚŚĞ��ĂƌŝďďĞĂŶ͕�ƚŚĞ�'ƵůĨ�ŽĨ��ĚĞŶ͕�ƚŚĞ� /ŶĚŝĂŶ�KĐĞĂŶ͕�ƚŚĞ��ĂǇ�ŽĨ�
�ĞŶŐĂů�ĂŶĚ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ��ŶĚĂŵĂŶ�^ĞĂ͘�dŚĞǇ�ŽŌĞŶ�ŵŽǀĞĚ�ĂůŽŶŐƐŝĚĞ�ŵŝŐƌĂŶƚƐ�ƐĞĞŬŝŶŐ�Ă�ďĞƩĞƌ�ůŝĨĞ͕�ƵƐŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�
ƐĞƌǀŝĐĞƐ�ŽĨ�ƐŵƵŐŐůĞƌƐ�ĂŶĚ͕�ŝŶ�ŵĂŶǇ�ŝŶƐƚĂŶĐĞƐ͕�ďĞŝŶŐ�ĞǆƉŽƐĞĚ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ƌŝƐŬƐ�ŽĨ�ďĞŝŶŐ�ƚƌĂĸĐŬĞĚ͕�ŬŝĚŶĂƉƉĞĚ�
ĨŽƌ�ƌĂŶƐŽŵ�Žƌ�ƐƵďũĞĐƚĞĚ�ƚŽ�ŝŶŚƵŵĂŶ�ĂŶĚ�ĚĞŐƌĂĚŝŶŐ�ƚƌĞĂƚŵĞŶƚ͘� 
�ƵƌŝŶŐ� ƚŚĞ� ƌĞƉŽƌƟŶŐ�ƉĞƌŝŽĚ͕�hE,�Z�ĐŽŶƟŶƵĞĚ� ƚŽ�ƉƵƌƐƵĞ�ĂŶĚ� ƐƵƉƉŽƌƚ�ƉƌŽƚĞĐƟŽŶ�Ăƚ� ƐĞĂ� ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚ� ŝͿ�
ĂĚǀŽĐĂĐǇ� ĨŽƌ� ĂŶĚ� ǁŽƌŬ� ŝŶ� ƉĂƌƚŶĞƌƐŚŝƉ� ƚŽ� ƉƌŽŵŽƚĞ� ĞīĞĐƟǀĞ͕� ĐŽŽƉĞƌĂƟǀĞ� ĂŶĚ� ƉƌŽƚĞĐƟŽŶͲƐĞŶƐŝƟǀĞ�

https://www.refworld.org/docid/6389bfc84.html
https://www.refworld.org/docid/63bd99904.html


Ϯ 
 

�ƵƌŝŶŐ� ƚŚĞ� ƌĞƉŽƌƟŶŐ� ƉĞƌŝŽĚ͕� ƚŚĞ� 'ŽǀĞƌŶŵĞŶƚ� ŽĨ� /ŶĚŽŶĞƐŝĂ� ƌĞƐĐƵĞĚ� ĞŝŐŚƚ� ďŽĂƚƐ� ĐĂƌƌǇŝŶŐ� ZŽŚŝŶŐǇĂ�
ƐƚĂƚĞůĞƐƐ� ƌĞĨƵŐĞĞƐ� ĂŶĚ� ĂůůŽǁĞĚ� ĂŶ� ĞƐƟŵĂƚĞĚ� ϵϭϴ� ŝŶĚŝǀŝĚƵĂůƐ� ƚŽ� ĚŝƐĞŵďĂƌŬ� ĂŶĚ� ĞŶƐƵƌĞĚ� ƉƌŽƚĞĐƟŽŶ�
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>ŝďǇĂ͘�dŚĞ�hE,�Z�^ƉĞĐŝĂů��ŶǀŽǇ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ��ĞŶƚƌĂů�ĂŶĚ�tĞƐƚĞƌŶ�DĞĚŝƚĞƌƌĂŶĞĂŶ�^ŝƚƵĂƟŽŶ�ƐƚĂƚĞĚ͕�͞dŚƌĞĂƚƐ�

ĂŐĂŝŶƐƚ�ĂŝĚ�ǁŽƌŬĞƌƐ�Ăƚ�ƐĞĂ�Žƌ�ŽŶ�ůĂŶĚ�ĂƌĞ�ƵŶĂĐĐĞƉƚĂďůĞ͘��ŶǇ�ƐƵƉƉŽƌƚ�ƚŽ�>ŝďǇĂŶ��ŽĂƐƚ�'ƵĂƌĚƐ�ŵƵƐƚ�ďĞ�

ĐŽŶĚŝƟŽŶĂů�ƚŽ�ƐĞƌŝŽƵƐ�ŝŵƉƌŽǀĞŵĞŶƚƐ�ŽĨ�ŚƵŵĂŶ�ƌŝŐŚƚƐ�ĨŽƌ�ŵŝŐƌĂŶƚƐ�Θ�ƌĞĨƵŐĞĞƐ�ǁŚŝĐŚ�ƌĞƋƵŝƌĞƐ�ĞīĞĐƟǀĞ�

ŵŽŶŝƚŽƌŝŶŐ͘͟ 11 

hE,�Z�ŚĂƐ� ĐŽŶǀĞŶĞĚ�ŵŽŶƚŚůǇ� ĐŽŶƐƵůƚĂƟŽŶƐ�ǁŝƚŚ� ƚŚĞ�͞�ĞŶƚƌĂů�DĞĚ�^�Z�EĞƚǁŽƌŬ͕͟ � ǁŚŝĐŚ� ŝŶĐůƵĚĞƐ�

E'KƐ͕�hE�ĂŐĞŶĐŝĞƐ�;/KD�ĂŶĚ�K,�,ZͿ͕�ĂŶĚ�ŝŶƚĞƌŶĂƟŽŶĂů�ŽƌŐĂŶŝǌĂƟŽŶƐ�ƐŝŶĐĞ�:ƵŶĞ�ϮϬϮϮ͘�dŚƌŽƵŐŚ�ƚŚŝƐ�

ĨŽƌƵŵ͕�ƐĞǀĞƌĂů�ĂĚǀŽĐĂĐǇ�ŝŶŝƟĂƟǀĞƐ�ŚĂǀĞ�ďĞĞŶ�ŵĂĚĞ͕�ŝŶĐůƵĚŝŶŐ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƚŚĞ�hE�ZĞƐŝĚĞŶƚ�ĂŶĚ�,ƵŵĂŶŝƚĂƌŝĂŶ�

�ŽŽƌĚŝŶĂƚŽƌ�ŝŶ�>ŝďǇĂ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�ďĂŶŶŝŶŐ�ŽĨ�E'KƐ�ŇǇŝŶŐ�ƌĞĐŽŶŶĂŝƐƐĂŶĐĞ�ĂŝƌĐƌĂŌ�ĂďŽǀĞ�ƚŚĞ�>ŝďǇĂŶ�^ĞĂƌĐŚ�

ĂŶĚ� ZĞƐĐƵĞ� ZĞŐŝŽŶ� ;^ZZͿ͘� &ƌŽŵ� �ĞĐĞŵďĞƌ� ϮϬϮϮ͕� hE,�Z� ŚĂƐ� ďĞĞŶ� ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝĐĂƟŶŐ� ŝƚƐ� ĐŽŶĐĞƌŶ� ƚŽ�

ƐŚŝƉƉŝŶŐ�ĐŽŵƉĂŶŝĞƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƐŚŝƉŵĂƐƚĞƌƐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ĨĂŝů�ƚŽ�ĂďŝĚĞ�ďǇ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ŝŶƚĞƌŶĂƟŽŶĂů�ŵĂƌŝƟŵĞ�ůĂǁ�ŽďůŝŐĂƟŽŶƐ�

ƚŽ� ƌĞƐĐƵĞ� Žƌ� ĂƐƐŝƐƚ� ƉĞƌƐŽŶƐ� ŝŶ� ĚŝƐƚƌĞƐƐ� Ăƚ� ƐĞĂ͘� KŌĞŶ� ƐŚŝƉŵĂƐƚĞƌƐ� ĨŽůůŽǁ� ŝŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶƐ� ĨƌŽŵ� DŝŐƌĂŶƚ�

ZĞƐĐƵĞ�ĂŶĚ��ŽŽƌĚŝŶĂƟŽŶ��ĞŶƚƌĞƐ�ŝŶ��ƵƌŽƉĞ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƚŚĞ�ƵŶĚĞƌƐƚĂŶĚŝŶŐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƚŚĞǇ�ŚĂǀĞ�ŶŽ�ŽƚŚĞƌ�ŽƉƟŽŶƐ͘�� 

hE,�Z�ĂŶĚ�/KD͕� ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ƐƉŝƌŝƚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ŐůŽďĂů�&ƌĂŵĞǁŽƌŬ�ŽĨ��ŶŐĂŐĞŵĞŶƚ�ƐŝŐŶĞĚ� ŝŶ�:ƵŶĞ�ϮϬϮϮ12͕�ŚĂǀĞ�

ďĞĞŶ�ǁŽƌŬŝŶŐ�ƚŽǁĂƌĚƐ�ĨƵƌƚŚĞƌ�ĐŽůůĂďŽƌĂƟŽŶ�ŽŶ�^�Z�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ��ĞŶƚƌĂů�DĞĚŝƚĞƌƌĂŶĞĂŶ�^ĞĂ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�ŵŝǆĞĚ�

ŵŽǀĞŵĞŶƚƐ� ŽĨ� ƌĞĨƵŐĞĞƐ� ĂŶĚ� ŵŝŐƌĂŶƚƐ͕� ƉĂƌƟĐƵůĂƌůǇ� ŽŶ� ŝŶĐƌĞĂƐŝŶŐ� ĚĂƚĂ� ƐŚĂƌŝŶŐ� ĂŶĚ� ƉƌŽĚƵĐŝŶŐ� ũŽŝŶƚ�

ƉƌŽĚƵĐƚƐ͘�/Ŷ�DĂƵƌŝƚĂŶŝĂ͕�hE�ĂŐĞŶĐŝĞƐ�ǁŽƌŬĞĚ�ǁŝƚŚ�ŶĂƟŽŶĂů�ĂƵƚŚŽƌŝƟĞƐ�ƚŽ�ĚĞǀĞůŽƉ�^ƚĂŶĚĂƌĚ�KƉĞƌĂƟŶŐ�

WƌŽĐĞĚƵƌĞƐ�ŽŶ�ĚŝƐĞŵďĂƌŬĂƟŽŶƐ�ĨŽůůŽǁŝŶŐ�ƌĞƐĐƵĞƐ�ĂŶĚ�ŝŶƚĞƌĐĞƉƟŽŶƐ͘ 

 

Gulf of Aden 
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ďĞĐŽŵĞ� Ă� ƐĂĨĞ� ŚĂǀĞŶ� ĨŽƌ� ƉĞƌƐŽŶƐ� ŽĨ� ĚŝīĞƌĞŶƚ� ƉƌŽĮůĞƐ͘� �Ɛ� ƐƵĐŚ͕� hE,�Z� ŚĂƐ� ďĞĞŶ� ŵŽŶŝƚŽƌŝŶŐ� ƚŚĞ�

ĚĞǀĞůŽƉŵĞŶƚƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƌĞƉŽƌƚƐ�ǁĞƌĞ�ƌĞĐĞŝǀĞĚ�ŽŶ�ǀĂƌŝŽƵƐ�ŵŽǀĞŵĞŶƚƐ�ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚ�ƚŚĞ�ƐĞĂ�ĂŶĚ�ůĂŶĚ�ďŽƌĚĞƌƐ͘� 
 

West Africa-Atlantic 
�ƵƌŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ƌĞƉŽƌƟŶŐ�ƉĞƌŝŽĚ͕�ĨƌŽŵ�^ĞƉƚĞŵďĞƌ�ϮϬϮϮ�Ɵůů��Ɖƌŝů�ϮϬϮϯ͕�ƐŽŵĞ�ϴ͕ϯϬϬ�ƌĞĨƵŐĞĞƐ�ĂŶĚ�ŵŝŐƌĂŶƚƐ�

ŚĂǀĞ�ĐƌŽƐƐĞĚ�ĨƌŽŵ�ƚŚĞ��ĨƌŝĐĂŶ�ĐŽĂƐƚ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ��ĂŶĂƌǇ�/ƐůĂŶĚƐ͕�Ă�ƐŝŐŶŝĮĐĂŶƚ�ƌĞĚƵĐƟŽŶ�ĐŽŵƉĂƌĞĚ�ƚŽ�ϭϵ͕ϳϬϬ�

ĚƵƌŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ƐĂŵĞ�ƉĞƌŝŽĚ�ŝŶ�ƉƌĞǀŝŽƵƐ�ǇĞĂƌƐ͘� 

dŚĞ�ŝĚĞŶƟĮĐĂƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�ŝŶĚŝǀŝĚƵĂůƐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƉĞƌŝƐŚ�Ăƚ�ƐĞĂ�ƌĞŵĂŝŶƐ�ĂŶ�ŽŶŐŽŝŶŐ�ĐŚĂůůĞŶŐĞ�ĂůŽŶŐ�ƚŚŝƐ�ƌŽƵƚĞ͘�/Ŷ�
ĨƵƌƚŚĞƌĂŶĐĞ�ŽĨ�hE,�Z Ɛ͛�ĐŽŵŵŝƚŵĞŶƚ�ƚŽ�ĂĚǀŽĐĂĐǇ�ĂŶĚ�ĚŝƐƐĞŵŝŶĂƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�ŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƟŽŶ͕�Ă�ŐƵŝĚĂŶĐĞ�ƉĂƉĞƌ�
ƟƚůĞĚ�͞Legal considerations on the roles and responsibilities of States in relation to rescue at sea, non-
refoulement, and access to asylum”14 ǁĂƐ�ƐŚĂƌĞĚ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƚŚĞ�ŶĂƟŽŶĂů�ĂƐǇůƵŵ�ĂƵƚŚŽƌŝƟĞƐ�ŝŶ�'ĂŵďŝĂ�ĂŶĚ�
^ĞŶĞŐĂů�ŝŶ�&ĞďƌƵĂƌǇ�ĂŶĚ�DĂƌĐŚ�ϮϬϮϯ͘� 
/Ŷ�̂ ĞŶĞŐĂů͕�hE,�Z�ŚĂĚ�ĂƩĞŶĚĞĚ�Ă�ǁŽƌŬƐŚŽƉ�ĂůŽŶŐ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƌĞůĞǀĂŶƚ�ĂƵƚŚŽƌŝƟĞƐ͕�Đŝǀŝů�ƐŽĐŝĞƚǇ�ŽƌŐĂŶŝǌĂƟŽŶƐ�
ĂŶĚ� ŽƚŚĞƌ� hE� ĂŐĞŶĐŝĞƐ� ƚŽ� ĚĞǀĞůŽƉ� ƐƚĂŶĚĂƌĚ� ŽƉĞƌĂƟŶŐ� ƉƌŽĐĞĚƵƌĞƐ� ;^ŽWƐͿ� ŽŶ� ĚŝƐĞŵďĂƌŬĂƟŽŶ� ĂŶĚ�
ƌĞĨĞƌƌĂů�ŽĨ�ƉĞƌƐŽŶƐ�ƌĞƐĐƵĞĚ�Ăƚ�ƐĞĂ͘�/KD�ŚĂƐ�ĨĂĐŝůŝƚĂƚĞĚ�ƚŚĞ�ǁŽƌŬƐŚŽƉ�ĂŶĚ�hE,�Z�ĐŽŶƚƌŝďƵƚĞĚ�ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚ�
ƌĞůĞǀĂŶƚ�ƉƌŽǀŝƐŝŽŶƐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ǁŽƵůĚ�ĞŶƐƵƌĞ�ƚŚĞ�ƐǇƐƚĞŵĂƟĐ�ƐĐƌĞĞŶŝŶŐ�ŽĨ�ŝŶƚĞƌŶĂƟŽŶĂů�ƉƌŽƚĞĐƟŽŶ�ŶĞĞĚƐ�ĂŶĚ�
ƌĞĨĞƌƌĂů�ƚŽ�ŶĂƟŽŶĂů�ĂƐǇůƵŵ�ĂƵƚŚŽƌŝƟĞƐ͘���ƐŝŐŶŝĮĐĂŶƚ�ŽƵƚĐŽŵĞ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ǁŽƌŬƐŚŽƉ�ǁĂƐ�ƚŚĞ�ĚĞǀĞůŽƉŵĞŶƚ�
ŽĨ�ƐŽŵĞ�ĚƌĂŌ�^ŽWƐ͘ 
 

Western Indian Ocean 

dŚĞ�hŶŝŽŶ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ��ŽŵŽƌŽƐ͛�ƉƌŽǆŝŵŝƚǇ�ƚŽ�&ƌĞŶĐŚ�ƚĞƌƌŝƚŽƌǇ�;DĂǇŽƩĞͿ�ĂŶĚ�ƐƚƌĂƚĞŐŝĐ�ůŽĐĂƟŽŶ�ǁŝƚŚŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�

/ŶĚŝĂŶ� KĐĞĂŶ Ɛ͛� DŽǌĂŵďŝĐĂŶ� ĐŚĂŶŶĞů� Ͳ� ŶĞƐƚůĞĚ� ďĞƚǁĞĞŶ� DĂĚĂŐĂƐĐĂƌ� ĂŶĚ� DŽǌĂŵďŝƋƵĞ� Ͳ� ŵĂŬĞ� ŝƚ�

ĂƩƌĂĐƟǀĞ�ĂƐ�Ă�ƚƌĂŶƐŝƚ�ŚƵď�ĨŽƌ�ŵŝŐƌĂŶƚƐ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ĂƩĞŵƉƚƐ�ƚŽ�ƌĞĂĐŚ�DĂǇŽƩĞ͘�/Ŷ�ƌĞĐĞŶƚ�ǇĞĂƌƐ͕�ƚŚĞƌĞ�ŚĂǀĞ�

ďĞĞŶ�ŝŶĐƌĞĂƐŝŶŐ�ŶƵŵďĞƌƐ�ŽĨ�ŵŝŐƌĂŶƚƐ͕�ĂƐǇůƵŵ�ƐĞĞŬĞƌƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƌĞĨƵŐĞĞƐ�ǁŚŽ�ĮŶĚ�ƚŚĞŵƐĞůǀĞƐ�ƐƚƌĂŶĚĞĚ�ŝŶ�

�ŽŵŽƌŽƐ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ĂƩĞŵƉƚƐ�ƚŽ�ƌĞĂĐŚ�DĂǇŽƩĞ͘��KŶ�ϭϮ�DĂƌĐŚ�ϮϬϮϯ͕�ϯϰ�DĂůĂŐĂƐŝĞƐ�ůŽƐƚ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ůŝǀĞƐ�ǁŚĞŶ�

Ă�ďŽĂƚ�ĚĞƐƟŶĞĚ�ĨŽƌ�DĂǇŽƩĞ�ĐĂƉƐŝǌĞĚ�Žī�ƚŚĞ�ĐŽĂƐƚ�ŽĨ�DĂĚĂŐĂƐĐĂƌ͘ 15� 

�ƵƌŝŶŐ� ƚŚĞ� ƌĞƉŽƌƟŶŐ� ƉĞƌŝŽĚ͕� ƚŚĞ� hŶŝŽŶ� ŽĨ� ƚŚĞ� �ŽŵŽƌŽƐ� ƌĞƚƵƌŶĞĚ� ϭϭ� ^ŽŵĂůŝ� ŶĂƟŽŶĂůƐ� ƚŽ� dĂŶǌĂŶŝĂ�

ĚĞƐƉŝƚĞ� ŝŶƚĞƌǀĞŶƟŽŶƐ� ĨƌŽŵ� hE,�Z� ĂŶĚ� ƚŚĞ� hE� ZĞƐŝĚĞŶƚ� �ŽŽƌĚŝŶĂƚŽƌ͘ � �ŽƚŚ� ƚŚĞ� /ŶƚĞƌŶĂƟŽŶĂů�

KƌŐĂŶŝǌĂƟŽŶ�ĨŽƌ�DŝŐƌĂƟŽŶ�;/KDͿ�ĂŶĚ�hE,�Z�ǁĞƌĞ�ĚĞŶŝĞĚ�ĂĐĐĞƐƐ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ŐƌŽƵƉ͘�

https://www.refworld.org/docid/6389bfc84.html
https://www.africanews.com/2023/03/15/madagascar-death-toll-rises-to-34-in-shipwreck-near-mayotte/
https://www.africanews.com/2023/03/15/madagascar-death-toll-rises-to-34-in-shipwreck-near-mayotte/


https://www.news.uscg.mil/Press-Releases/Article/3302743/coast-guard-repatriates-311-people-to-haiti/

	UNHCR Submission SG Report “Oceans and the Law of the Sea”
	UNGA Resolution 77/248 of 30 December 2022, “Oceans and the law of the sea”.

