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1. The Contracting Parties shall give full recognition to the special requirements of developing States in 

the region in relation to conservation and management of fishery resources and the development of such 

resources. 

2. In giving effect to the duty to cooperate in the establishment of conservation and management 

measures for stocks covered by this Convention, the Contracting Parties shall take into account the 

special requirements of such developing States, in particular: 

(a) the vulnerability of developing States in the region which are dependent on the exploitation of living 

marine resources, including for meeting the nutritional requirements of their populations or parts thereof;  

(b) the need to avoid adverse impacts on, and ensure access to fisheries by, subsistence, small-scale and 

artisanal fishers and women fishworkers; and  

(c) the need to ensure that such measures do not result in transferring, directly or indirectly, a 

http://www.seafo.org/


coordinated strategies to this end, and that they further committed to take action, by 2025, based on 

collected scientific data, to achieve significant reductions in marine debris to prevent harm to the coastal 
and marine environment; 

 
164. Encourages States, in accordance with the commitment expressed in “The future we want” and 

based on collected scientific data, to take action by 2025 to achieve significant reductions in marine 

debris to prevent harm to the coastal and marine environment; 
 

181. Also notes with concern that the health of the oceans and marine biodiversity are negatively 
affected by marine debris, especially plastic, from landbased and marine sources, and thus recognizes the 

need for better understanding of the sources, amounts, pathways, distribution trends, nature and impacts 
of marine debris, and in this regard invites States to implement resolution 1/6 on marine plastics debris 

and microplastics, adopted by the United Nations Environment Assembly of the United Nations 

Environment Programme at its first session in June 2014; 
 

182. Welcomes the activities of relevant United Nations bodies and organizations, in particular the United 
Nations Environment Programme, the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations and the 

International Maritime Organization and other intergovernmental organizations, to address the sources 

and impacts of marine debris, including through the Global Partnership on Marine Litter, as well as 
actions relating to marine debris taken under the Convention on the Conservation of Migratory Species of 

Wild Animals,81 in particular the adoption by the Conference of the Parties to that Convention at its tenth 
meeting of resolution 10.4 on marine debris, and notes the recent work of the International Whaling 

Commission on assessing the impacts of marine debris on cetaceans; 
 

183. Encourages States to further develop partnerships with industry and civil society to raise awareness 

of the extent of the impact of marine debris on the health and productivity of the marine environment 
and consequent economic loss; 

 
184. Urges 



Organization, and the follow-up of relevant initiatives such as the Global Programme of Action for the 

Protection of the Marine 



systems that provide an incentive to use port reception facilities and discourage ships from discharging 

marine debris at sea, and support for measures to prevent, reduce and control pollution from any source, 

including land-based sources, such as community-based coastal and waterway clean-up and monitoring 

activities, and encourages States to cooperate regionally and subregionally to identify potential sources 

and coastal and oceanic locations where marine debris aggregates and to develop and implement joint 

prevention and recovery 

246. Notes with concern that human-related threats, such as marine debris, ship strikes, underwater 

noise, persistent contaminants, coastal development activities, oil spills and discarded fishing gear, 

together may severely impact marine life, including its higher trophic levels, and calls upon States and 

competent international organizations to cooperate and coordinate their research efforts in this regard so 

as to reduce these impacts and preserve the integrity of the whole marine ecosystem while fully 

respecting the mandates of relevant international organizations 

Response: 
 

SAEFO currently does not have measures in-place to address marine litter as yet.   

 

A/RES/69/109 

VIII Fisheries by-catch and discards 

108. Urges States, subregional and regional fisheries management organizations and arrangements and 
other relevant international organizations that have not done so to take action, including with 

consideration of the interests of developing coastal States and, as appropriate, subsistence fishing 
communities, to reduce or eliminate bycatch, catch by lost or abandoned gear, fish discards and post-

harvest losses, including juvenile fish, consistent with international law and relevant international 

instruments, including the Code, and in particular to consider measures including, as appropriate, 
technical measures related to fish size, mesh size or gear, discards, closed seasons and areas and zones 

reserved for selected fisheries, particularly artisanal fisheries, the establishment of mechanisms for 
communicating information on areas of high concentration of juvenile fish, taking into account the 

importance of ensuring the confidentiality of such information, and support for studies and research that 

will reduce or eliminate by-catch of juvenile fish, and to ensure that these measures are implemented so 
as to optimize their effectiveness; 

 
 

X Responsible fisheries in the marine ecosystem 
 

168. Acknowledges the serious environmental impacts on the marine environment caused by abandoned, 

lost or otherwise discarded fishing gear, and encourages States to take action to reduce such gear, 
noting the recommendations of the 2009 report by the United Nations Environment Programme and the 

Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations; 
 

169. Reaffirms the importance it attaches to paragraphs 77 to 81 of resolution 60/31 of 29 November 

2005 concerning the issue of lost, abandoned or discarded fishing gear and related marine debris and or gear, discard(st)-2(a)-4(l )-288(Sta)-ted ma



VIII Fisheries by-catch and discards  

113. Urges States, subregional and regional fisheries management organizations and arrangements and 

other relevant international organizations that have not done so to take action, including with 

consideration of the interests of developing coastal States and, as appropriate, subsistence fishing 

communities, to minimize by-catch, as well as to reduce or eliminate catch by lost or abandoned gear, 

fish discards and post-harvest losses, including of juvenile fish, consistent with international law and 

relevant international instruments, including the Code, and in particular to consider measures including, 

as appropriate, technical measures related to fish size, mesh size or gear, discards, closed seasons and 

areas and zones reserved for selected fisheries, particularly artisanal fisheries, the establishment of 

mechanisms for communicating information on areas of high concentration of juvenile fish, taking into 

account the importance of ensuring the confidentiality of such information, and support for studies and 

research that will minimize by-catch of juvenile fish, and to ensure that these measures are implemented 

so as to optimize their effectiveness; 

174. Acknowledges the serious environmental impacts on the marine environment caused by abandoned, 

lost or otherwise discarded fishing gear, and encourages States and regional fisheries management 
organizations and arrangements, as appropriate, to take action to reduce such gear, noting 

therecommendations of the 2009 report by the United Nations Environment Programme and the Food 
and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations;  

 

175. Reaffirms the importance it attaches to paragraphs 77 to 81 of resolution 60/31 of 29 November 

2005 concerning the issue of lost, abandoned or discarded fishing gear and related marine debris and the 

adverse impacts such debris and derelict fishing gear have on, inter alia, fish stocks, habitats and other 

marine species, and urges accelerated progress by States and regional fisheries management 

organizations and arrangements in implementing those paragraphs of the resolution; 

Response: 
The Commission adopted the SYSTEM OF OBSERVATION, INSPECTION, and COMPLIANCE AND 

ENFORCEMENT in accordance with Article 16 of the Convention on observation inspection compliance and 

enforcement.  

Article 8 – Retrieval of lost or abandoned fishing gear 

Each Contracting Party shall ensure that: 

(a) vessels operating with any gear shall have equipment on board to retrieve lost or abandoned gear; 

(b) a vessel that has lost or abandoned gear shall make every reasonable attempt to retrieve it as soon 

as possible; 

(c) no vessel shall deliberately abandon fishing gear, except for safety reasons, notably vessels in distress 

and/or life in danger; and 

(d) if the lost gear cannot be retrieved the vessel shall notify the competent authorities of its flag State 

within 24 hours of the following: 

i. the name and call sign of the vessel; 

ii. the type of lost gear; 





In giving effect to the objective of this Convention, the Contracting Parties, where appropriate through 

the Organisation, shall, in particular:  
 

(a) adopt measures, based on the best scientific evidence available, to ensure the long term conservation 
and sustainable use of the fishery resources to which this Convention applies; 

(b) apply the precautionary approach in accordance with article 7; 

 
 

ARTICLE 6. THE COMMISSION 
3. (g) manage stocks on the basis of the precautionary approach to be developed in accordance with 

article 7; 
 

 

ARTICLE 7. APPLICATION OF THE PRECAUTIONARY APPROACH 
1. The Commission shall apply the precautionary approach widely to conservation and management and 

exploitation of fishery resources in order to protect those resources and preserve the marine 
environment. 

2. The Commission shall be more cautious when information is uncertain, unreliable or inadequate. The 

absence of adequate scientific information shall not be used as a reason for postponing or failing to take 
conservation and management measures. 

3. In implementing this article, the Commission shall take cognisance of best international practices 
regarding the application of the precautionary approach, including Annex II of the 1995 Agreement and 

the FAO Code of Conduct for Responsible Fisheries, 1995. 

 

X Marine biodiversity 

224. Also recognizes the importance of research on marine genetic resources for the purpose of 

enhancing the scientific understanding, potential use and application, and enhanced management of 

marine ecosystems;  

 

Response: 

A study was conducted to determine stock distribution and identity of the deep-sea red-crab in the 

SEAFO convention Area. One species of deep-sea red crab has been recorded in Division B1, namely 
Chaceon erytheiae (López-Abellán et al. 2008), and is thus considered the target species of this fishery. 

Aside from the areas recorded in catch records the overall distribution of Chaceon erytheiae within the 

SEAFO CA is still unknown. Further encounter records documented through video footage during the 
2015 FAO-Nansen VME survey in the SEAFO CA indicate that deep-sea red crab are distributed across a 

major part of the Valdivia seamount range, as well as the Ewing and Vema seamounts 
(DOC/SC/22/2015). 

 

Preliminary results from genetics studies, based on Mitochondrial DNA, indicate that the deep-sea red 

crab targeted by the pot fishery on the Valdivia Bank is confirmed as C. erytheiae (López-Abellán pers. 

comm.).  

 

183. Encourages States, directly or through competent international organizations, to consider the further 

development and application, as appropriate and consistent with international law, including the 

Convention, of environmental impact assessment processes covering planned activities under their 





Article 2. Use of terms



 

(c) allowing, prohibiting or restricting bottom fishing activities with certain gear types, or changes in 
gear design and/or deployment; and/or 

  

(d) any other relevant requirements or restrictions to prevent significant adverse impacts on VMEs. 

  

Article 4. Existing bottom fishing areas 

 

Based on information concerning bottom fishing activities in the period of 1987 to July 2011, there are 

hereby established existing bottom fishing areas as set out in Annex 1. The Executive Secretary shall 

update Annex 1 following decisions by the Commission pursuant to Articles 6, paragraph 8. 

 

Article 5. Area closures for the protection of VMEs 

 

1. Notwithstanding the area closure to the south of Valdivia Bank, explicitly identified as being 

closed to all fishing except for pots and set longlines (Annex 2B), all fishing activities shall be prohibited 

in the areas set out and within the coordinates as defined in Annex 2. 

 

2. Within the areas referred to in paragraph 1 Contracting Parties intending to conduct fisheries 

research and basic marine science activity, which shall exclude exploratory bottom fishing pursuant to 

Article 6, shall notify the Executive Secretary of their intended research programmes, taking account of 

Article 206 of the UN Convention on the Law of the Sea, The Executive Secretary shall forward such 

notifications to all Contracting Parties as well as to the Scientific Committee. 



 2. The relevant Contracting Party shall forward to the Executive Secretary a Notice of Intent to 

undertake exploratory bottom fishing at least 60 days prior to the proposed start of the fishery. The 
Notice of Intent shall be accompanied by the following information: 

  
(a) harvesting plan, which outlines target species, proposed dates and areas and the type of 

bottom fishing gear to be used. Area and effort restrictions shall be considered to ensure that 

fishing occur on a gradual basis in a limited geographical area;  
 

(b) mitigation plan, including measures to prevent significant adverse impact to VMEs that 
may be encountered during the fishery;  

 
(c) catch monitoring plan, including recording/reporting of all species caught;  

 

(d) a sufficient system for recording/reporting of catch, detailed to conduct an assessment of 
activity, if required;  

 
(e)  



7.  The relevant Contracting Party shall provide promptly a report of the results of such activities to 

the Executive Secretary for circulation to all Contracting Parties. It shall ensure that the data, which 

derives from exploratory bottom fishing, will be made available to the Scientific Committee. 

 

 

8. The Commission shall review the assessments undertaken in accordance with Article 7 and the 

results of the fishing protocols implemented by the participating fleets. The Commission may decide to 

authorise new bottom fishing activities based upon the results of exploratory bottom fishing, taking due 

account of the rules and procedures set out in Annex 5. Areas where such new bottom fishing activities 

are authorised shall be defined as “existing bottom fishing areas” pursuant to Article 4.  

 

Article 7. Assessment of proposed exploratory bottom fishing activities 

 

1.  Each Contracting Party proposing to undertake exploratory bottom fishing shall submit to the 

Executive Secretary, in addition to the Notice of Intent, a preliminary assessment of the known and 

anticipated impacts of the proposed bottom fishing activity as described in Annex 3. 

 

2.  The Executive Secretary shall promptly forward the assessment to all Contracting Parties and the 

Scientific Committee. The elaboration of the assessment shall be carried out in accordance with guidance 

developed by the Scientific Committee, or, in the absence of such guidance, to the best of the 

Contracting Party’s ability. The Scientific Committee shall, either at its next session or through 

correspondence, undertake an evaluation, in accordance with the precautionary approach, of the 

submitted documentation, taking account of the risks of significant adverse impact on VMEs. Such 

evaluation shall take place no later than 30 days following the date of submission of the Notice of Intent, 

including the preliminary assessment. 

  

3. The Scientific Committee shall undertake an evaluation of the impact assessment, according to 

procedures and standards it develops, and provide advice to the Commission as to whether the proposed 

bottom fishing activity would have significant adverse impacts on VMEs and, if so, whether mitigation 

measures would prevent such impacts. The Scientific Committee may use in its evaluation additional 

information available to it, including information from other fisheries in the region or similar fisheries 

elsewhere. The Commission shall, within 30 days of receiving this advice approve, withhold or reject the 

proposed bottom fishing activities.  

 

Article 8. Encounters with possible VMEs 



1. Each Contracting Party shall ensure that fishing vessels flying their flag abide by the following 

rules, where, in the course of bottom fishing activities, evidence of VMEs is encountered: 

 

(a) fishing vessels shall quantify catch of VME indicators;  
 

(b) if the quantity of VME indicators caught in a fishing operation (such as trawl tow or set of a 
longline) is beyond the thresholds defined in Annex 6, the following shall apply:  

 

(i) if an encounter is discovered the vessel master shall cease fishing and move away at 
least 2 nautical miles from the end point of the trawl tow in the direction least likely to result in 



Annex 1 - Existing bottom fishing areas 

 
 

A.  All Gears Allowed 

 

Latitude and longitude of the existing bottom fishing areas:  

 

Division A0 

 

Coordinate Lat Long 

1 -11 -6 

2 -11 -5 

3 -12 -5 

4 -12 -6 

   

1 -9 -6 

2 -9 -5 

3 -10 -5 

4 -10 6 -







Division D0  

 

Coordinate Lat Long 

1 -42 -3 

2 -42 -2 

3 -43 -2 



Figure 1 – Composite map of existing bottom fishing areas 

 

 

 

 

  



Annex 2 - Closed areas and their coordinates 

 

 

 

A. Closed to All Fishing Gears 

 

SUB-AREA A 

 Area: (Unnamed seamount), Closure 10 on the attached map (Figure 3) – 

considered to be unexploited. 

Coordinates: 01
o
00’S   13

o
15’W 

01
o
00’S   12

o
30’W 

05
o
25’S   11

o
30’W 

 04
o
52’S   12

o
51’W    

04
o
00’S   12

o
33’W 

 

 Area: (Kreps seamount), Closure 9 on the attached map (Figure 3) – considered to be 

unexploited. 

Coordinates: 13
o
00’S   15

o
05’W 

12
o
44’S   14

o
10’W 

15
o
43’S   12

o
40’W 

 16
o
34’S   13

o
13’W    

18
o
32’S   12

o
10’W 

18
o
46’S   13

o
18’W 

 17
o
10’S   14

o
46’W    

16
o
20’S   14

o
46’W 

 16
o
05’S   13

o
50’W    

 





37
o
00’S   29

o
21’E 

37
o
25’S   29

o
21’E    

37
o
25’S   28

o
45’E   

 Area: (Schmidt-Ott Seamount), Closure 5 on the attached map (Figure 3) - considered to be 

slightly exploited. 

Coordinates: 38
o
20’S  13

o
00’E 

38
o
20’S  14

o
24’E 

39
o
32’S  14

o
24’E     

 39
o
32’S  13

o
00’E     

 Area: (Unnamed), Closure 8 on the attached map (Figure 3) - considered to be unexploited. 

Coordinates: 29
o
19’S  14

o
22’W 

29
o
17’S  12

o
54’W 

31
o
57’S  12

o
47’W     

 32
o
08’S  14

o
18’W     

DIVISION C1 

 Area: (Vema Seamount), Closure 2 on the attached map (Figure 3) – considered to be 

slightly exploited. 

Coordinates: 31
o
27’S  08

o
06’E 

31
o
27’S  08

o
35’E 

 31
o
53’S  08

o
35’E 

31
o
53’S  08

o
06’E 

 

SUB-AREA D 

 Area: (Herdman Seamounts), Closure 6 on the attached map (Figure 3) – considered to be 

unexploited.   

Coordinates: 45
o
10’S  00

o
05’E 

45
o
10’S  00

o
42’E 



 45
o
50’S  00

o
42’E 

45
o
50’S  00

o
05’E 

 Area: (Unnamed Seamounts), Closure 7 on the attached map (Figure 3) – considered to be 

unexploited.   

Coordinates: 47
o
54’S  10

o
57’W 

47
o
54’S  09

o
07’W 

 49
o
15’S  08

o
03’W 

49
o
34’S  08

o
24’W 

49
o
10’S  10

o
31’W 

 Area: (Unnamed Seamounts), Closure 11 on the attached map (Figure 3) – considered to be 

slightly exploited. 

Coordinates: 40
o
35’S  17

o
32’W 

40
o
18’S  16

o
15’W 

 43
o
04’S  15

o
12’W 

43
o
20’S  16

o
30’W 

 

  



B. Closed to All Fishing Gears Except for Pots and Longlines 

 
Division B1 

 

 Area: (Valdivia Bank South), Closure 12 on the attached map (Figure 2). 

ID Latitude Longitude 

 

ID Latitude Longitude 

1 26° 15.202' S 6° 16.677' E 

 

13 26° 14.126' S 6° 23.841' E 

2 26° 14.831' S 6° 17.175' E 

 

14 26° 18.625' S 6° 12.502' E 



 

 

  



Figure 3 – All Area closures  

 

 

 

 

 





 

 

Assessments should address, inter alia:  

 

(a)  type(s) of fishing conducted or contemplated, including vessels and gear types, fishing areas, 
target and potential by catch species, fishing effort levels and duration of fishing (harvesting plan); 

  
(b)  best available scientific and technical information on the current state of fishery resources and 

baseline information on the ecosystems, habitats and communities in the fishing area, against which 

future changes are to be compared; 
  

(c)  identification, description and mapping (geographical location and extent) of VMEs known or 
likely to occur in the fishing area; 

  
(d)  identification, description and evaluation of the occurrence, character, scale and duration of likely 

impacts, including cumulative impacts of the proposed fishery on VMEs in the fishing area; 

  
(e)  data and methods used to identify, describe and assess the impacts of the activity, the 

identification of gaps in knowledge, and an evaluation of uncertainties in the information presented in the 
assessment; 

  

(f)  risk assessment of likely impacts by the fishing operations to determine which impacts on VMEs 
are likely to be significant adverse impacts; and 

  
(g) 



Annex 4 

VME Data Collection Protocol 

 

 Observers on fishing vessels in the SEAFO Convention Area who are deployed pursuant to Article 6, 

paragraph 7 of this Conservation Measure shall: 

1. Monitor any set for 



Rules and procedures for opening of new fishing areas 

 

1. 



 

1. Definition of encounter -  

An encounter is defined to be an incidental catch, above threshold levels as set out in paragraph 2, 

of corals and sponges comprising taxa listed as VME indicators by the SEAFO SC. The selected 

indicators constitute a regionally relevant subset of VME indicator organisms exemplified in the 

Annex of the FAO International Guidelines for the Management of Deep-sea Fisheries in the High 

Seas (2009). 

2. Threshold levels  

An encounter with VME indicator species is defined for each of the following fishing gears as 

follows: 

 

Trawl tow – more than 600 kg of live sponges and/or 60 kg of live coral in existing fishing areas 

and more than 400 kg of live sponges and/or 60 kg of live coral in new fishing areas. 

 

Longline set – at least 10 VME-indicator units (1 unit = 1kg or 1 litre of live coral and/or live 

sponge) in one 1200m section of line or 1000 hooks, whichever is the shorter, in both existing and 

new fishing areas; 

 

Pot set 


