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Executive Summary 

 

based techniques to support efforts to advance our 

understanding on the effects of climate change on oceans. The IAEA also provides guidance on the 
safe management of radioactive materials released into the marine environment, on the sustainable 
use of coastal and marine resources, and on the protection of the general public, including the 
maritime workforce.  
 
Quality-assured data and high-quality data management are prerequisites for making informed 
decisions on action plans and measures to protect the oceans, to assure the sustainable delivery of 
ecosystem services and to enhance human health and prosperity. The IAEA provides analytical 
quality control services to Member States through the production of Certified Reference Materials, the 
organisation of inter-laboratory comparison studies and Proficiency Tests, and assists its Member 
States in building quality-assured global databases on radionuclides and hazardous contaminants in 
diverse marine environments. 
 
Technical advice for the radiological protection of humans and marine flora and fauna provided by the 
IAEA was approved by the OSPAR Radioactive Substances Committee in 2016�����,�$�(�$�¶�V���³�0�R�G�H�O�O�L�Q�J��
�D�Q�G���'�D�W�D���I�R�U���5�D�G�L�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O���,�P�S�D�F�W���$�V�V�H�V�V�P�H�Q�W�V�´���S�U�R�J�U�D�P�P�H�����0�2�'�$�5�,�$ concluded in 2015, and was 
published as a journal article (http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.scitotenv.2016.06.131). A successor 
programme, MODARIA II, was launched in October 2016.  
 
To address global ocean �± climate linkages, in 2016 �W�K�H�� �,�$�(�$�¶�V�� �2�F�H�D�Q�� �$�F�L�G�L�I�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q-International 
Coordination Centre (OA-ICC) co-organised the 4th International Symposium on the Ocean in a 




