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activities��to��support��Contracting��Parties’��national,��regional��and��global��ambitions��with��regard��to��the��
protection��and��conservation��of��the��marine��environment.����

2. In��2017,��much��of��the��effort��has��been��directed��to��the��publication��in��June��2017��of��an��Intermediate��
Assessment��of��the��state��of��the��North��East��Atlantic.��The��Intermediate��Assessment��introduces��OSPAR,��its��
assessment��methodology,��describing��issues��such��as��climate��change,��cumulative��effects��analysis��and��social��
and��economic��analysis,��including��a��key��messages��section.��The��core��of��the��Intermediate��Assessment��consists��
of��a��series��of��indicator�rbased��assessments��of��environmental��status,��which,��along��with��summaries��of��some��
of��OSPAR’s��more��regular��periodic��assessments,��inform��the��public��on��the��state��of��knowledge��in��the��North��
East��Atlantic.��In��2018��the��Intermediate��Assessment��was��finalised��and��also��made��available��in��French��via��the��
OSPAR��
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Cross��cutting��issues��

1. The��preparation��and��finalisation��of��the��Intermediate��Assessment,��published��online��in��June��2017��
(https://oap.ospar.org/en/ospar�rassessments/intermediate�rassessment�r2017/)�� has�� generally�� been�� the��
highest��priority��activity�� for��many��of��
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Official��meetings��held�� in��Finland��under�� the��Finnish��Chairmanship,�� in��2017��and��2018��respectively.��
Furthermore,��OSPAR��
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which��will��be��


