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1. In the context of COVID-19 pandemic, states have taken measures for the protection of public 
health including restrictions of access to territory. In this context, refugees, and other persons 
under UNHCR’s mandate continued to seek international protection by undertaking irregular 
dangerous journeys by sea in many parts of the world including the Mediterranean Sea, the 
Bay of Bengal and in the Andaman Sea. Refugees moved with migrants using the services of 
smugglers and continued to expose themselves to various risks including trafficking, 
kidnapping for ransom purposes, sexual gender-based violence and inhumane and degrading 
treatments. The phenomenon continued to be of great concern to UNHCR. During the period 
under review, UNHCR continued to pursue and support protection at sea, through advocacy 
in support of 

https://www.refworld.org/docid/5f1edee24.html
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5. Some NGOs vessels operating in the Central Mediterranean were found not to comply with 

https://r4v.info/en/situations/platform/location/7493
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Venezuelans who have been displaced to nearby Caribbean countries, many of whom have 

arrived by boat.  

 

12. States and Territories in the Caribbean continue to witness the arrival of refugees and 

migrants mostly from Venezuela, in spite of movement restrictions in place due to the COVID-

19 pandemic. In 2019-2020, visa requirements and border closures considerably reduced the 

availability of regular routes from Venezuela to the Caribbean. In 2020, travel restrictions and 

the suspension of flights during the COVID-19 pandemic made irregular and unsafe routes by 

sea the only means for refugees and migrants from Venezuela to access Caribbean countries. 

People forced to flee their homes are particularly vulnerable to being trafficked or to falling 

victim to serious crimes and human rights violations. 

 
13. Most Caribbean governments continue to make considerable efforts to keep regular channels 

of entry open for Venezuelans. Nevertheless, COVID-19 prevention measures have resulted 

in the stricter enforcement of movement restrictions, such as temporary border closures and 

the suspension of flights, affecting the arrival and entry of Venezuelans in need of international 

protection.  

 
14. Notwithstanding ongoing search and rescue efforts by coastal guards and authorit 

https://www.malaymail.com/news/malaysia/2020/04/17/royal-malaysian-air-force-foils-bid-by-200-rohingya-in-boat-to-enter-malays/1857482
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Unfortunately, they were not allowed to disembark, and from mid-March 2021, the contact 
with the boat was lost. AS  
 

18. In other instances, States have rescued refugees in distress at sea and allowed them to 
disembark, but subsequently detained them indefinitely without granting UNHCR access to 
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opportunities are expanded for Rohingya refugees, they will continue to seek them by 
undertaking risky journeys across the Bay of Bengal and Andaman Sea toward Malaysia.   

 
Gulf of Aden  
 
23. Refugees and migrants, mainly from the Horn of Africa (Somalia and Ethiopia) continued to 

make dangerous journeys across the Gulf of Aden to Yemen. Due to the increasingly difficult 
economic situation and reduced protection space in Yemen, asylum-seekers and refugees 
are also seeking smugglers’ support to return to their countries of origin, mainly in the Horn of 
Africa. At least 90 people are believed to have drowned in four separate incidents since 
September 2020, one of which involved people being thrown overboard by smugglers.  Two 
shipwreck incidents were recorded in March and April 2021, the latter including refugees 
registered with UNHCR. 
 

 
South-East Africa 

 
24. Anjouan and Mayotte are separated by less than 100 kms slim stretch.  For this reason, 

Comoros has been increasingly connected to Mayotte’s migratory route for onward 
destination to Europe.  This route is preferred as perceived less risky for refugees and 
migrants that have Europe as destination, as compared to moving along the central the 
Mediterranean route.  Looking at the socio-political situation in the countries located in the 
Mozambique channel, few countries present attractive legal and socio-economic conditions 
for refugee and migrants.  For instance, Mozambique has been struggling with an internal 
conflict raging in the north of the country and, alike other States in the region, including Island 
States, has been severely and repeatedly affected by natural disaster and the effects of 
climate change. In addition, countries situated along the Mozambique channel generally lack 
appropriate or effective legal asylum frameworks and refugee status determination 
procedures. 

 
25. The number of asylum seekers entering Mayotte has in fact tripled between 2016 and 2019. 

In 2019, there has been an increase of 152% asylum requests in Mayotte. Among those, 
around 60 % come from the Great Lacs Region (DRC, Rwanda, and Burundi). This number 
is reportedly to be in constantly increase since 2014i.  Refugees and migrants often travel to 
Tanzania from where they travel by boat to Comoros.  Once in Comoros they cross the small 
stretch of sea to Mayotte using small boatsii3 

 
26. Refugees and migrants including a high number of Comorians cross the thin strip of the 

Mozambique Channel to reach Mayotte usually using small and very poor condition fishing 
boats called kwassa kwassa. These boats are frequently overloadediii  As reported, French 
border patrols apprehend several kwassa kwassa each night, mostly leaving from Comoros 

https://www.senat.fr/rap/r11-675/r11-6751.pdf
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cite higher figures, and the Comorian authorities claim it is “the world’s largest marine 
cemetery. 

 
28. In a report last year, France’s human rights commission condemned the quick deportations in 

Mayotte, where most migrants don’t even see a lawyer or a judge before expulsion. The 
commission wrote that seeking asylum in Mayotte was “mission impossible” and that this 
“worrying phenomenon” was unique in France. As a concrete example, On 14 September 
2020, the UN Resident Coordinator in the Comoros requested UNHCR to intervene, alongside 
IOM and UNICEF, in the situation of 14 Burundian, 2 Rwandan and 1 Congolese national who 
were deported from Mayotte to Comoros on 4 September 2020. Given the sensitivity of the 
situation and the pressure from the Comorian authorities to find quick solutions for the group, 
UNHCR, in consultation with UNICEF and IOM, explored multiple pathways simultaneously 
such as re-admission to Mayotte, re-admission to the first country of asylum, Voluntary 
Repatriation and conducting Refugee Status Determination (RSD) under UNHCR’s mandate.  
A real break-through was achieved through strategic interventions by UNHC

http://www.cncdh.fr/fr/publications/avis-sur-les-droits-des-etrangers-et-le-droit-dasile-dans-les-outre-mer-cas
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