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As delivered  
 
Thank you very much, Ambassador, for setting the scene and giving us the lay of the land.  I also want to 
welcome the many colleagues who are here from different parts of the world, and thank you so much for 
the work that you do. Many of you partner with us in the field. 
 
It is significant that we are now in a phase where consultation with women and their participation in 
influencing the strategies and policies dealing with counterterrorism have finally become a way of life and 
integrated. 
 
It is also important that we continue, as different actors working with women, to enrich the discussion.  
We will certainly be working very hard to ensure that we do so when the consultation happens in June. 
 
The connection between gender inequality and terrorism has become undeniable. 

 
Terrorists and violent extremists have increasingly targeted women and women’s rights as a tactic of 
terrorism. We also know at the same time how violence against women, and rape in particular as a weapon 
of war, are very much associated with terrorism. 

 
Killing innocent civilians has not been enough for them, terrorists have also targeted women specifically to 
victimize them. They have robbed women and girls of family members, development and educational 
opportunities, and in fact, they have questioned the need and the right of women to education, making it 



 

Page | 2 
 

 

In my own interaction with women whose children have been radicalized, one thing that has come through 
very strongly is poverty. One mother said to me, ‘we used to be so hungry and I could see my children’s 
hunger in their faces, and when one of our boys began to bring food to us, I knew that it was not coming 
from a good place, but I took it nevertheless. And over time I got to know the horrible things that he was 
involved in, and I still did not do anything. Do you understand the guilt that I feel?’ And she said to me, 
‘Executive Director, I ask you, no women must be put in this situation and this condition that I am in today.’  
 

And as I speak now I don’t even know what has happened to her. 
 

This is just one testimony of a mother in DRC; there are many others who are in the same situation. 
 

I have also heard from women from Syria, who have lost loved ones, whose anger is all-consuming. Their 

desperation and helplessness, and the lack of resources for them to get on with their lives led one woman 

to say to me, ‘Even though I am so angry, and I am fighting against terrorism like all of you, yet I do not 

know if I would turn down help from a terrorist.’ 

So, it is really a complex field that we are dealing with. It is very much integrated with issues of poverty, lack 

of participation, and non-inclusive economies and contexts. 

UN Women has begun this work in many countries in the last few years. Some of the fastest growing areas 

of our work are on humanitarian issues and counterterrorism. That is a significant wake up call. 

We are working in a variety of countries, having started in the Middle East particularly, and now working 

from Indonesia to Mali. In all of these countries, the involvement of women as leaders is critical, especially 

at local government level, and participating in different ways in shaping policies and decision-making.  

And I hope that Member States understand that when we are pushing for participation of women, there is 

a benefit also for them in countering terrorism, when women are represented in high numbers and at 

appropriate levels.  

We have also been in discussion with countries that have fighters returning. This includes families who have 
someone who was radicalized and involved in fighting; or families who have to deal with a girl or woman 
who has disappeared, and don’t know how to trace her; or families who feel that as the returned come 
back from fighting they just 


