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Introduction

• Intergovernmental organization with a mandate to advance democracy 
worldwide. 

• Vision: A world in which democratic processes, actors and institutions are 
inclusive and accountable and deliver sustainable development to all.

• Definition of democracy: Popular control over public decision-making and 
decision-makers, and political equality of citizens in the exercise of that control.

• Mirrors core values enshrined in Article 21 of UDHR - ‘will of the people’ 
provides the basis for the authority of governments. Reflects the UN’s 2030 
Agenda for Sustainable Development and the SDGs framework.
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GSoD Products

• Global State of Democracy Report (www.idea.int/gsod): Nov 2017, Nov 2019

• Global State of Democracy (GSoD) Indices (www.idea.int/gsod-indices) 

• GSoD In Focus – monthly Info Brief series to showcase GSoD data on specific 
themes (https://www.idea.int/publications/categories/gsod-in-focus)

http://www.idea.int/gsod
http://www.idea.int/gsod-indices
https://www.idea.int/publications/categories/gsod-in-focus
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• This In Focus takes the country as the main unit of analysis.

• GSoD Indices provide an account on the number of countries with significant 

gains and declines between the baseline year of 2015 and 2018.

• When more gains than declines: color coded green.

• When more declines than gains: color coded red.

• When stagnation or no gains and declines: color coded yellow.

Introduction and Methodology
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Complementarity of GSoD Indices with SDG 16 targets
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SDG 16 targets GSoD aspect GSoD indicators

SDG 16.6 Develop effective, 

accountable and transparent 

institutions at all levels

Judicial Independence ¶ See above

Effective Parliament ¶ Legislature questions officials in practice¹

¶ Executive oversight¹

¶ Legislature investigates in practice¹

¶ Legislature opposition parties¹

¶ Executive constraints⁵

Free Political Parties ¶ Party ban¹

¶ Barriers to parties¹

¶ Opposition parties’ autonomy¹

¶ Elections multiparty¹

¶ Competitiveness of participation⁵

¶ Multiparty (legislative) elections⁶

Civil Society Participation ¶ CSO participatory environment¹

¶ Engaged society¹

¶ CSO consultation¹
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• Africa has made most progress with SDG 16. Challenges remain, especially 

for effective, accountable and transparent institutions (target 16.6), and 

public access to information and protecting fundamental freedoms (target 

16.10). 

• The Middle East has made some progress, although it remains the lowest-

scoring region in the world on all aspects linked to SDG 16. 

• Asia-Pacific has made progress, with significant challenges remaining on 

GSoD aspects, particularly those related to target 16.10. 

Key findings
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• Latin America and the Caribbean - mixed progress. Attention warranted on 

reducing violence and related death rates (targets 16.1), and 16.10. 

• North America scores among the top 25 per cent of countries in the world on 

most GSoD aspects related to SDG 16. However, stagnation is noted on 

more than half of the aspects and declines in 44 per cent of them.

• Europe provides high overall scores on GSoD Indices linked to SDG 16. 

However, it is also the region that has seen the most declines on the GSoD

aspects that measure progress on SDG 16.

Key findings
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THANK YOU!
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