


organizers, labour mobilizers, youth and women leaders, come together at their own initiative, all 

with a stake in the outcome, they will persevere until all sides are represented. This inclusive 

discourse must never end.  

 

As important, there must be someone in the capital listening. A confident nation gives citizens a 

say in the development of their country; the most effective, stable and successful democracies are 

in fact those where a strong civil society works in partnership with the state, while also holding it 

accountable.    

 

One of the most heartening findings from this IDEA report is that civil society participation has 

increased significantly in several African and Asian states. But it also finds that other countries are 

going in the opposite direction.  

 

UNDEF, which I head, is the only UN entity that exists to fund democracy through civil society. 

Since 2012, we have witnessed how more than 70 countries have introduced over 120 laws and 


