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UNDEF Board approves almost 40 new project proposals, 
all relevant to pandemic and civic space 

UNDEF’s Advisory Board met virtually on 1 April 2021 and 
endorsed a short-list of 38 projects for its 15th Round of 
funding totaling almost $10 million dollars, all with direct 
relevance to addressing the challenges to civic space and 
democracy as a result of the Covid-19 crisis. 

In this Round, UNDEF received 1,622 project proposals from 
organizations in 110 countries, the vast majority local NGOs, 
despite the implementation constraints posed by the Covid-19 
pandemic. Proposals originated from Africa, Arab States, Asia, 
Eastern Europe, Latin America and the Caribbean, adding 
further to the growth the Fund has experienced since its 
creation in 2005 and bringing the total number of projects 
supported by the Fund to more than 840. These UNDEF
supported initiatives all reflect a focus on strengthening the 
voice of civil society and encouraging the participation of all 
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Engaging civil society on Agenda 2030 in the Arab region 
On 25-26 March 2021, UNDEF grantee, 
the Arab NGO Network for Development 
together with the regional networks of 
the Civil Society Platform on Sustainable 
Development organized a two-day virtual 
event to engage civil society in policy dialogue 
on Sustainable Development in the Arab 
region. The event is part of a wider effort to 
plug gaps in knowledge about the Sustainable 
Development Goals and Agenda 2030 and 
enable civil society to participate fully in 
sustainable development policymaking and 
programme delivery. 

Discussions centered around the five 
main themes of the Agenda 2030: people, 
prosperity, partnership, planet and peace, 
and additional challenges posed by the 
Covid-19 pandemic. Over one hundred civil 

society participants from the region actively participated in the event, elaborating key challenges tha
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