
Introduction 

FAO is committed to supporting responsible fisheries, including in the ABNJ and in accordance with 

international law, though the implementation of its Code of Conduct for Responsible Fisheries and its 

associated international plans of actions and guidelines. The most relevant to deep sea fisheries (DSF) 

is FAO’s International Guidelines for the Management of Deep-sea Fisheries in the High Seas of the 

Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (“the Guidelines”) that were adopted in 2008. 

These support States and RFMO/As to implement paragraphs 76-95 of UNGA Resolution 61/105 

(adopted December 2006). Though much of the follow-up action by States and RFMOs has focused on 

the protection of VMEs from significant adverse impacts from bottom fishing, achieved particularly 

through area closures, there has been associated work on establishing the bottom fishing footprint, 

exploratory fishing protocols outside of the footprint, and VME encounter protocols, that work 

synergistically to manage bottom fisheries more general whilst also ensuring protection to known and 
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and ecosystems are less well known. RFMOs in the other regions are mainly recently established and 
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difficulties in abiding by some of the RFMO conservation and management measures especially as 

relates to observer coverage. 

The principal States involved in high seas9 demersal fishing in 2016 are in order of decreasing catch: 






	FAO is independent of the decision-making processes of RFMO/As, but has a close working relationship with them and a common vision to promote sustainable fisheries to provide employment and nutrition supporting livelihoods in all their diverse forms w...
	The DSF Guidelines
	The DSF Guidelines was adopted in 2008 and its implementation was reviewed in Busan, Republic of Korea, in 2010. Though the meeting was helpful, it was too early to review the implementation. A follow-up review was planned to be undertaken in 2020, bu...
	The DSF Guidelines have been remarkably successful and have been often cited by RFMOs when developing their bottom fisheries measures. They worked particularly well in supporting scientific advice and conservation measures in regions that were well es...
	The DSF Guidelines have also promoted large changes in the way bottom fisheries are managed, by dividing the regions into spatial management units, and by stimulating new and improved monitoring systems and research. The DSF Guidelines have also helpe...
	Application of the Ecosystem Approach
	The DS Project, working closely with RFMO/As, reviewed the application of the FAO ecosystem approach to fisheries within the ABNJ . This was largely an assessment based on published information and interviews mainly with members of RFMO/A secretariats...
	Other important finding of the study was the tendency for RFMOs to treat EAF as a scientific issue, when the study felt that EAF is an issue that should more evenly include all of the RFMO/A committees. Another finding was the diversity of approaches ...
	Review of the deep sea fish stocks in the ABNJ
	FAO undertakes a review of the status of marine fish stocks in its biennial publication “The State of World Fisheries and Aquaculture” (SOFIA) . Very few of the deep sea stocks are actually included in this report, mainly because many are difficult to...
	The assessment of some of these deep-sea stocks is problematic, especially for those that are associated with seamounts. The upcoming DS Project will have a special focus on these “data-limited” stocks to ensure that adequate data is collected and the...
	Management of VMEs and SAIs
	Vulnerable marine ecosystems (VMEs) and the reduction or elimination of significant adverse impacts (SAIs) from bottom fisheries was identified by the UNGA in 2004 (UNGA Res 59/25) and in 2006 (UNGA Res 617105) ,when the UNGA adopted some tight deadli...
	Monitoring Control and Surveillance
	FAO, through the DS Project in 2020, undertook a study of Monitoring Control and Surveillance  (MCS) and of the legal support  necessary. This desktop study outlines the basis in international law, including voluntary instruments, for the establishmen...
	Climate change
	FAO, through the DS Project, worked with independent scientists and the Deep Ocean Stewardship Initiative (DOSI) climate change working group to produce a multi-authored publication on “Deep-ocean climate change impacts on habitat, fish and fisheries”...
	Covid response.

