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General Assembly Ad Hoc Open-ended Informal Working Group to 
study issues relating to the conservation and sustainable use of marine 

biological diversity beyond areas of national jurisdiction 
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ABREU DE ALMEIDA André.  Mr. Abreu de Almeida is from Brazil and studied 
Philosophy and Social Communication, with a specialization in International Relations 
and Economic Development at the Sorbonne, Paris. He has more than 10 years of 
experience working with international cooperation in the domain of environmental 
issues. In 2003, he joined the France Libertés Foundation in Paris, where he worked 
for six years, two of which in the position of Development Director with participations 
in the UN Human Rights Council.  Mr. Abreu was also a speaker at events at UNESCO 
(2003), UNFCCC (2008, 2009), UNHRC (2007-2009), UNCSD (2011, 2012), and the 
E.U Parliament (2007). In 2009 he joined the Tara Expeditions team, taking in 
charge the international policy & coordination areas. 
 
ARNAUD-HAOND Sophie. Ms Sophie Arnaud-Haond is a researcher at IFREMER, 
the French Institute for Exploration of the Sea. She is specialized in Ecology and 
Evolution of Marine Organisms. She mainly studies dispersal and barriers to 
migration in the marine environment associated to complex life cycles, for their 
implications for biodiversity, and their influence on the evolution of marine organisms. 
The final aim of most of her work is the conservation of threatened species or 
habitats, and the study of metapopulation systems to infer connectivity patterns at 
different spatial and temporal scales in the oceans. She is therefore also strongly 
interested in the application of scientific information to the management and 
conservation of marine geneti
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been working within different research centers, intergovernmental and non-
governmental organizations on several projects on: plant, animal and microbial 
genetic resources; marine and fisheries related issues and sustainable development 
of mountain areas (the Alps and the Carpathians). Ms. Broggiato is a member of the 
International Council of Environmental Law. 
 
CALEWAERT Jan-Bart. Mr. Jan-Bart Calewaert has been Science Officer at the 
European Marine Board since 2007, where he is responsible for strategic science-
policy activities in thematic areas including marine pollution, climate change impacts 
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FORTES Miguel. Mr. Miguel D. Fortes has 30 years experience as a marine ecologist. 
Former Head of the UNESCO Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission Regional 
Secretariat for the Western Pacific, member of the Technical Expert Panel on Marine 
and Coastal Protected Areas of the Convention on Biological Diversity, co-Chair of the 
Biodiversity Programme for East and Southeast Asia of the Japan Society for the 
Promotion of Science, and Philippine Focal Point of the UNESCO Man and Biosphere 
and Natural World Heritage Sites Programme. Past President of the World Seagrass 
Association, he is currently the International Officer of the Society for Conservation 
Biology and member of the CI-IUCN-UNESCO IOC International Blue Carbon Working 
Group. In 2012, for his exemplary accomplishments, he received the Life 
Achievement Award from the UNESCO National Commission of the Philippines. 
 
GABRIELSEN  Kjersti Lie. Ms. Kjersti Lie Gabrielsen is Cand. scient in Organic 
Chemistry from the University of Tromso, Norway. She is head of Marbank, a 
national marine biobank that collects, preserves and catalogues marine organisms 
from Norwegian waters for research, commercial and exploitation purposes. Marbank 
provides an easy accessible repository of marine organisms from Arctic and sub-
Arctic areas for R&D institutions and industry that search for novel compounds. 
Marbank is established in close cooperation with the Norwegian Ministry of Fisheries 
and Coastal Affairs. Norway has a national strategy for marine bioprospecting as a 
source of new and sustainable wealth growth and is in the process of establishing 
regulations for the access to, and exploitation of, genetic resources from Norwegian 
waters. 
 
GJERDE Kristina. Ms. Kristina M. Gjerde is Senior High Seas Advisor to IUCN---the 
International Union for Conservation of Nature. A graduate of the New York 
University School of Law, Ms. Gjerde initially practiced shipping law but for the past 
10 years has studied the laws, science and policy relating to conserving and 
sustaining marine biodiversity beyond national jurisdiction. She represents IUCN in a 
variety of fora, including the United Nations, the Convention on Biological Diversity, 
the International Maritime Organisation and the FAO Committee on Fisheries. Her 
recent publications include “Systematic conservation planning: A better recipe for 
managing high seas for biodiversity conservation and sustainable use” (2013), 
Conservation Letters; and “Challenges to Protecting the Marine Environment beyond 
National Jurisdiction” (2012), 27 International Journal of Marine and Coastal Law 
839-847. 
 
GLOWKA Lyle. Mr. Lyle Glowka, former Senior Legal Advisor to the Convention on 
Biological Diversity, is Head of the Conven
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International Environmental Law from the George Washington University in 
Washington D.C. Thomas has published in different fields of international 
environmental law and policy. He is the lead-editor and a co-author of the IUCN 
Explanatory Guide to the Nagoya Protocol
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KARSENTI Eric. Mr. Eric Karsenti obtained a PhD in Immunology and cell Biology at 
the Pasteur Institute in Paris in 1979. Then he moved to 
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scientific underpinning for a network of six high seas marine protected areas 
covering 285,000 km2 of the North Atlantic that was declared in 2010. 
 
SANDERS Jessica. 
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seabed macrobenthic assemblages to Oxygen Minimum Zone and Organic 
Enrichment conditions at continental shelf of central Chile, among others. 
 
TSAMENYI Martin. 


