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1. Introduction 

Iceland ratified the 1982 United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (hereinafter ”the 

Convention”) on 21 June 1985 and it entered into force on 16 November 1994. 

The present submission is made in accordance with article 76 of the Convention and article 4 of 

Annex II to the Convention, taking into account the Decision of the Eleventh Meeting of States 

Parties to the Convention regarding the date of commencement of the ten-year period for 

making submissions to the Commission on the Limits of the Continental Shelf (hereinafter “the 

Commission”), the Rules of Procedure of the Commission and the Scientific and Technical 

Guidelines of the Commission. The submission contains information on the outer limits of the 

continental shelf of Iceland beyond 200 nautical miles (M) from the baselines from which the 

breadth of the territorial sea is measured. 

The Icelandic continental shelf encompasses three different areas beyond 200 nautical miles: 

Reykjanes Ridge, the Hatton-Rockall area and the Ægir Basin area. 

The rights of the coastal State over the continental shelf are inherent; they exist ipso facto and 

ab initio, as reflected in article 77 of the Convention. 

Pursuant to paragraph 3 of Annex I to the Rules of Procedure of the Commission, a submission 

may be made by a coastal State for a portion of its continental shelf in order not to prejudice 

questions relating to the delimitation of boundaries between States in any other portion or 

portions of the continental shelf for which a submission may be made later, notwithstanding 

the provisions regarding the ten-year period established by article 4 of Annex II to the 

Convention.  

This submission is a partial submission in accordance with the aforementioned paragraph. It is 

limited to the continental shelf of Iceland in the Ægir Basin area, the delimitation of which has 

been agreed upon provisionally by Iceland, Denmark on behalf of the Faroe Islands and 

Norway, and in the western and southern parts of Reykjanes Ridge which are not subject to 

overlapping claims by any other States. The submission does not cover the continental shelf of 

Iceland in the Hatton-Rockall area, which is subject to overlapping claims by Denmark on behalf 

of the Faroe Islands, Ireland and the United Kingdom. Quadrilateral discussions between the 

parties to resolve the dispute in the Hatton-Rockall area have taken place on a regular basis 

since 2001 and are ongoing. The submission does not either cover the eastern part of Reykjanes 

Ridge, which potentially overlaps the Hatton-Rockall area. A submission for both these areas 

will be made at a later stage.  
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Figure 1.  Overview of the ocean floor around Iceland. 
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5. Description of the outer limits of the continental shelf 

5.1. Ægir Basin 

The outer limits of the continental shelf in the Ægir Basin area have been determined using the 

foot of slope + 60 M formula (FOS + 60 M, so-called Hedberg formula). The results are given in 

Appendix 1 and Figure 2. 

The first and southernmost fixed point, ICE-AE-OL-
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Figure 2.  The outer limits of the Icelandic continental shelf in the Ægir Basin area.  
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Figure 3.  The outer limits of the Icelandic continental shelf in the western and southern parts of 
Reykjanes Ridge. 
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Outer limit 
fixed point 

Latitude 
(decimal degrees) 

Longitude 
(decimal degrees) 

Article 76 provision 
invoked 

Distance to 
next point (M) 

ICE-RR-OL-243 51.57438 -31.24683 4(a)(ii): FOS + 60 M 1.000 
ICE-RR-OL-244 51.56905 -31.22153 4(a)(ii): FOS + 60 M 1.000




