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UNCLOS and the Rules of ProcedureUNCLOS and the Rules of Procedure

•• Article 5 of Annex II to UNCLOS: Article 5 of Annex II to UNCLOS: 

““Unless the Commission decides otherwise, the Commission shall fuUnless the Commission decides otherwise, the Commission shall function nction 
by way of subby way of sub--commissions composed of seven members commissions composed of seven members …”…”

•• In response to outcomes of 16In response to outcomes of 16thth Meeting of SPLOS (SPLOS/144 and 148) Meeting of SPLOS (SPLOS/144 and 148) 
the CLCS decided during the the CLCS decided during the --1818thth session CLCS (CLCS/52) that: session CLCS (CLCS/52) that: 

““Only three subcommissions shall function simultaneously while Only three subcommissions shall function simultaneously while 
considering submissions. The submissions shall be queued in the considering submissions. The submissions shall be queued in the order order 
they are received. The submission next in line shall be taken fothey are received. The submission next in line shall be taken for r 
consideration by a subcommission only after one of the three worconsideration by a subcommission only after one of the three working king 
subcommissions presents its recommendations to the Commission.subcommissions presents its recommendations to the Commission.””

•• Represented a temporary and partial measure; It was subject to rRepresented a temporary and partial measure; It was subject to review.eview.

Four exceptions Four exceptions 

As exceptions, the CLCS has considered necessary and useful As exceptions, the CLCS has considered necessary and useful 
to appoint a fourth Subcommission in four consecutive to appoint a fourth Subcommission in four consecutive 
occasions to date:occasions to date:

•• Subcommission appointed to consider the Submission of Subcommission appointed to consider the Submission of 
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Communications from the CLCS to MSPCommunications from the CLCS to MSP
2005, 2006, 20072005, 2006, 2007

20052005 15 MSP PowerPoint presentation by the CLCS Chairman 15 MSP PowerPoint presentation by the CLCS Chairman –– key messageskey messages
Scenario A Scenario A -- 17 States, Scenario B 17 States, Scenario B -- 28 States, Scenario C 28 States, Scenario C -- 50 States by May 2009. Under 50 States by May 2009. Under 
Scenario BScenario B
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20092009 19 MSP PowerPoint presentation by the CLCS Chairman 19 MSP PowerPoint presentation by the CLCS Chairman –– key messageskey messages

The reality of 51 submissions and 43 SPLOS/183 The reality of 51 submissions and 43 SPLOS/183 P.I.sP.I.s, partial submissions , partial submissions 
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The practical scenarioThe practical scenario

. 11 recommendations adopted (Russian Federation, Brazil, Austra. 11 recommendations adopted (Russian Federation, Brazil, Australia, lia, 
IrelandIreland--P, New Zealand, France/Ireland/Spain/UKP, New Zealand, France/Ireland/Spain/UK--J, Norway, France J, Norway, France --P, P, 
Mexico  Mexico  -- P, Barbados and UKP, Barbados and UK--P.P.

.04 submissions under examination (Indonesia.04 submissions under examination (Indonesia--P, Japan, P, Japan, 
Mauritius/Seychelles Mauritius/Seychelles --J and Suriname).J and Suriname).

. 36 submissions to be considered in the future (Myanmar, France. 36 submissions to be considered in the future (Myanmar, France--P, P, 
Yemen, UKYemen, UK--P, IrelandP, Ireland--P, Uruguay, PhilippinesP, Uruguay, Philippines--P, Cook IsP, Cook Is--P, Fiji, P, Fiji, 
Argentina, Ghana, IcelandArgentina, Ghana, Iceland--P, DenmarkP, Denmark--P, Pakistan, NorwayP, Pakistan, Norway--P, South P, South 
AfricaAfrica--P, FSM/PNG/Solomon IsP, FSM/PNG/Solomon Is--J, Malaysia/Viet NamJ, Malaysia/Viet Nam--J, France/South J, France/South 
AfricaAfrica--J, Kenya, MauritiusJ, Kenya, Mauritius--P, Viet NamP, Viet Nam--P, Nigeria, SeychellesP, Nigeria, Seychelles--P, France P, France --
P, Palau, Côte P, Palau, Côte DD´́IvoireIvoire, Sri Lanka, Portugal, UK, Sri Lanka, Portugal, UK--P, Tonga, SpainP, Tonga, Spain--P, India, P, India, 
TrinidaTrinida & Tobago, Namibia and Cuba).   & Tobago, Namibia and Cuba).   

Resolutions of GA (A/RES/64/71)Resolutions of GA (A/RES/64/71)

47. Notes with concern that the heavy workload of the 47. Notes with concern that the heavy workload of the 
Commission, owing to the considerable number of Commission, owing to the considerable number of 
submissions, places additional demands on and challenges submissions, places additional demands on and challenges 
before its members and the secretariat as provided by the before its members and the secretariat as provided by the 
Division, and in that regard emphasizes Division, and in that regard emphasizes the need to ensure the need to ensure 
that the Commission can perform its functions that the Commission can perform its functions 
expeditiously, efficiently and effectivelyexpeditiously, efficiently and effectively and maintain its and maintain its 
high level of quality and expertise;high level of quality and expertise;
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One copy of hard copy of documents One copy of hard copy of documents 
in one large submissionin one large submission
All the original submission materials All the original submission materials 
contained in the submission over contained in the submission over 
900 kg of material900 kg of material

Issues that impact the workload of the CLCSIssues that impact the workload of the CLCS

•• The date of election of the members of the first CLCS.The date of election of the members of the first CLCS.

•• The commencement date for the ten year period of 13 May The commencement date for the ten year period of 13 May 
1999 (SPLOS/72).1999 (SPLOS/72).

•• Preliminary Information (SPLOS/183).Preliminary Information (SPLOS/183).

•• Informal Working Group and SPLOS/157 Secretariat updateInformal Working Group and SPLOS/157 Secretariat update
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Short, Medium and Long Term Measures implemented by Short, Medium and Long Term Measures implemented by 
the CLCSthe CLCS

•• Short Term:
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ConclusionsConclusions

•• The CLCS has taken every action possible within its current The CLCS has taken every action possible within its current 
capacity to extend the maximum number of existing capacity to extend the maximum number of existing 
subcommissions and its work weeks in NY and home countries. subcommissions and its work weeks in NY and home countries. 

•• Nine years of experience considering submissions indicate that Nine years of experience considering submissions indicate that 
the CLCS operates most effectively when all members are the CLCS operates most effectively when all members are 
present in New York.present in New York.

•• Without financial support, the most important suggestions Without financial support, the most important suggestions 
made by the Informal Working Group in its letter to the made by the Informal Working Group in its letter to the 
Secretariat dated 15 March 2010 with a view to updating Secretariat dated 15 March 2010 with a view to updating 
SPLOS/157 could not possibly be implemented.SPLOS/157 could not possibly be implemented.

Thank  youThank  you


