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“Ocean Science and the United Nations Decade of Ocean Science for 
Sustainable Development”  

Contribution by the World Meteorological Organization  (WMO)  

 

(i)  Advancing ocean science and identifying and addressing g aps in 
knowledge and ocean sciences.  

We a r e at a cri t i cal  ti me fo r advan ci n g how we obs erv e, under st a n d and pred i c t the rol e 
of the oc ean i n the E art h syst em a cr os s al l ti mesca l es fr om weat h e r to cli m a t e.  
 

 Thes e d ev el op m en t s req u i re si g ni fi ca n t und erp i n ni n g by res ea rch and d ev el op m en t to 
enab l e mod el s to i ncl u de i ncrea si n gl y comp l ex nat u ra l proce ss es at sm al l er scal es and 
thei r feed b a ck s.  

 
(ii)  
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Societal Outcomes  WMO Prio rities  
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outcom e of th e wor ksh o p will be a set of recom m en d a t i on s wi t h rel eva n t stan d a rd s and 
a worka b l e l i st of mari n e m et e or ol og i cal and oc ean og ra p h i c vari a bl es, incl u di n g from 
excl u si ve econ om i c zon es, indi sp en sa b l e for the i ssu e of ti mel y and accu ra t e sto rm 
warn i n g s for the safet y of l i fe at sea an d the p rot ect i on of l i fe and prop ert y i n coast a l 
and off sh o re a r eas  

 
(iii)  The cross cutting role of ocean science in Sustainable Development Goal 

14 of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.  

SDG-14: ‘Conserve and sustainably use the oceans, seas an d marine resources for 
sustainable development.’ https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdg14   
 
WMO, National Meteorologi ca l and Hydrol og i ca l Ser vi ces and oth e r nat i on a l ent i ti es 
sup p ort i nt ern a t i on a l effort s to m on i t or the Essen ti al Ocean Va ri a b l es that enab l e us to 
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�B Wi t hi n the UN e.g. Global Climat e Obs er vi n g Syst em pl an ni n g and repo rt i n g, 
incl u di n g sub mi ssi on s to the UNFCCC, and coo r d i n ati n g the model s use d by the 
IPCC and UNFCCC (Coupl ed Model Intercom p a ri son Proj ect);  

�B Ou t si d e of the UN, for exam p l e by worki n g i n c los e part n er sh i p wit h the Arcti c 
Counci l and its Wo rki n g Groups and the Antarct i c Treat y Sy st em.   
 

(vi)  Strengthening ocean science in developing countries  

Th e Wo rl d Climat e Rese a rch Prog ra m m e’ s CLIVAR (Climat e and Oc ean s) proj ect hol d s a 
numb er of ann u a l  work s h op s wi t h a str on g focu s on d ev el op i n g cou n t ri es. For exam p l e, 
wor ksh op s at l east ev e r y oth e r yea r i n ass oci a t i on wi t h the First Insti t u te of 
Oc ean og ra p h y i n Qi n g da o, China, wi th a part i cu l a r focu s on Earl y Career Sci en t i st s from 
dev el op i ng cou n t ri es 2. 

                                           
2 http://clivar.org/events/clivar-fio-joint-summer-school-2018 


