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Oceans and sustainable development: integration of the three dimensions of sustainable
development, namely, environmental, social and economic

The Pacific Islands Forum Secretariat is an international organisation that aims to stimulate economic
growth and enhance political governance and security for the region, through the provision of policy
advice; and to strengthen regional cooperation and integration through coordinating, monitoring and
evaluating implementation of Leaders’ decisions. The organisation’s mandate is set by decisions
made at annual meetings of Leaders from the 16 Pacific Island Forum member countries, ministerial
meetings convened by the Forum Secretariat, and decisions made under the Framework for Pacific
Regionalism.

(i) Information regarding the relevant activities of your Organisation fostering an integration of
the three dimensions of sustainable development with regards to oceans

The Pacific Islands Regional Ocean Policy (PIROP), endorsed by Pacific Island Leaders in 2002, and its
companion Our Sea of Islands, Our Livelihoods, Our Oceania - Framework for a Pacific Oceanscape
(FPO), approved in 2010, are the region’s primary ocean policy instruments. The more recently
approved FPO represented a major step forward for Pacific Ocean policy, intended to catalyse action
and political will to ensure the sustainable development, management and conservation of the
diverse ocean and island ecosystems within the region.  In particular, the FPO provides stronger
provisions for coordination and resourcing across the three dimensions of sustainable development.

In the FPO, Pacific Island Leaders called for establishment of a Regional Ocean Commissioner, with
dedicated professional support, to provide the necessary high level representation and commitment
that is urgently required to ensure dedicated advocacy and attention to ocean priorities, decisions
and processes at national, regional and international levels. This position currently sits with the
Secretary-General of the Pacific Islands Forum Secretariat, with technical support provided by the
CEOs of other regional organisations in the Pacific, particularly the Forum Fisheries Agency,
Secretariat of the Pacific Community, Secretariat of the Pacific Regional Environment Program, and
the University of the South Pacific. Secretariat support is provided by the Office of the Pacific Ocean
Commissioner, housed in the Pacific Islands Forum Secretariat. Most recently support by the Office
has been through the consolidation of advice from regional organizations, with different economic,
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governments and partners within the region.  The review aims to help strengthen national
institutions and capacities to more effectively plan for, resource, deliver and monitor the priorities of
sustainable development and development coordination. Good development practices are identified
for regional learning and recommendations are made to the governments and development partners
to address remaining challenges.  A total of 13 Forum Island Countries have undertaken peer reviews
and the first peer reviews of developed country partners are underway.

(ii) Challenges and opportunities in integrating the three dimensions of sustainable development
in that regard, including matters which may require further consideration with a view to
fostering integration of the three dimensions of sustainable development with regards to
oceans, with an emphasis on areas where coordination and cooperation at the
intergovernmental and inter-agency levels could be enhanced.

An emerging opportunity to improve intergovernmental coordination and cooperation is the
Framework for Pacific Regionalism that was agreed by Pacific Island Leaders in 2014. The Forum
Secretariat is mandated to coordinate the implementation of the Framework for Pacific Regionalism.
The focus of the Framework is improving the effectiveness of regional mechanisms in supporting
national priorities. The Framework sets out the:

 Pacific Vision, for a region of peace, harmony, security, social inclusion, and prosperity, so
that all Pacific people can lead free, healthy, and productive lives;

 regional values, which include our oceans, our culture, good governance, peaceful societies,
inclusivity and equality, and durable partnerships; and

 strategic objectives for Pacific regionalism, which cover sustainable development, inclusive


