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In accordance with its mandateUNCTAD, the UN system focal point for the integrated consideration of
trade and development issues, carries out a wide range of research, technical assistance and consensus
building activities in the field of transport and trade logistics and its sumténdevelopment, taking
particular account of the needs of developing countries. Areas of intervention and relevant activities
with a focus on maritime transport and its sustainable development include the following:

1. Climate change implications for migime transport?

UNCTAD, as part of its work on transport policy and legislation, has been working, 'ahead of the curve’,
on the implications of climate change for maritime transportation, since 2008. The particular focus of
this work is on impacts anddaptation needs of seaports and other coastal transport infrastructure.
Ports are likely to be affected directly and indirectly by climatic changes, such as rising sea levels,
extreme weather events and rising temperatures, with broader implications ferriational trade and

for the development prospects of the most vulnerable nations, in particular LDCs and SIDS. Given their
strategic role as part of the globalized trading system, adapting ports in different parts of the world to
the impacts of climate lmange/enhancing their climateesilience is of considerable importance.
UNCTAD's research and analytical work in the field as well as relevant congeitding activities have
significantly helped to raise awareness and advance the international debate. Important synergies are
created through excellent integency cooperation and through the establishment of a committed



