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Part II: Report of the Secretary-General on Oceans  
and the Law of the Sea 2017 
Contribution of the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development  

 
Developments related to sections of General Assembly resolution 71/257 

 
Capacity-building 

 
In paragraph 31 of resolution 71/257, the General Assembly “acknowledges the importance of capacity-
building for developing States, in particular the least developed countries, landlocked developing 
countries and small island developing States, as well as coastal African States, for the protection of the 
marine environment and the conservation and sustainable use of marine resources”. 



2 
 

Saharan Africa, in particular East Africa, and in small island developing States to promote and finance 
sustainable freight transport systems through sound transport policy measures and adequate financing 
actions and mechanisms. Deliverables under the programme include a training toolkit on sustainable 
freight transport and its financing and a web platform and portal (http://unctadsftportal.org/), with online 
training modules, case studies and various sustainable freight transport initiatives. One specific module 
entitled “Transitioning to low-carbon shipping: sustainable sea transport solutions for small island 
developing States: Pacific island country 
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needs of seaports and other coastal transport infrastructure. Ongoing UNCTAD work in the field builds on 
its earlier research and the outcomes of a series of expert meetings; it includes in particular the above-
mentioned technical assistance project on climate change impacts on coastal transport infrastructure in the 
Caribbean. 
 
Ports are likely to be affected directly and indirectly by climatic changes, such as rising sea levels, 
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the context of its technical assistance project on climate change impacts on coastal transport infrastructure 
in the Caribbean, UNCTAD participates proactively in many relevant collaborative initiatives, namely (a) 
the Expert Group on Climate Change Impacts and Adaptation for International Transport Networks of the 
Economic Commission for Europe; (b) the industry-led PIANC Working Group on Climate Change 
Adaptation for Maritime and Inland Port and Navigation Infrastructure; (c) the Advisory Panel to the 
Regional Framework for Adaptation to Climate Change in Coastal and Marine Areas in the Mediterranean 
(United Nations Environment Programme/Mediterranean Action Plan); (d)  the Technical Working Group 
on Transport supporting the United Nations Secretary-General High-level Advisory Group on Sustainable 
Transport; and (e) the inter-agency UN-Oceans initiative. 

In addition, in the context of the project on building the capacities of developing countries to shift towards 
sustainable freight transport, UNCTAD is cooperating with the Common Market for Eastern and Southern 
Africa, the East African Community, the Northern Corridor Transit and Transport Coordination Authority 
and the Central Corridor Transit Transport Facilitation Agency.  
 
 
 


