
CONTRIBUTION OF THE INTERNATIONAL MARITIME ORGANIZATION TO THE UN 
SECRETARY- GENERAL'S REPORT ON OCEANS AND THE LAW OF THE SEA 
 
PRELIMINARY CONSIDERATIONS 
 
In accordance with the request made by the Under-Secretary-General for Legal Affairs and 
United Nations Legal Counsel, in a letter dated 15 April 2020, this contribution focuses on 
main developments on ocean issues and the law of the sea within the areas of competence 
of IMO between September 2019 and May 2020 (inclusive). 
 
In particular, this report highlights the way in which General Assembly Resolution 74/19





REVISED GUIDELINES ON FATIGUE APPROVED  
(paragraphs 113-120 of the UN General Assembly Resolution 74/19 refer) 
 
The MSC approved revised Guidelines on fatigue (MSC.1/Circ.1598), which provide 
comprehensive information on the causes and consequences of fatigue, and the risks it poses 
to the safety and health of seafarers, operational safety, security and protection of the marine 
environment. The Guidelines will assist all stakeholders to contribute to the mitigation and 
management of fatigue on ships. 
 
SAFETY OF SHIPS IN POLAR WATERS 
(paragraph 187 of the UN General Assembly Resolution 74/19 =

(



MARITIME SECURITY 
(paragraphs 113-116 and 125-128 of the UN General Assembly Resolution 74/19 refer) 
 
The MSC continues to emphasise the need for flag States and shipowners and operators to 
review the maritime security plans for their ships and implement necessary measures, 
including IMO guidance and industry Best Management Practices to address the heightened 
security risk to ships from piracy, armed robbery and other illicit acts, and supported Member 
States in strengthening maritime, port and ship security through its extensive Global Maritime 
Security, Djibouti Code of Conduct and West and Central Africa capacity building programmes. 
 

MARINE ENVIRONMENT  

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the seventy-fifth session of the Marine Environment 
Protection Committee (MEPC), originally scheduled from 30 March to 3 April 2020 has been 
postponed. 
 
Reduction of Greenhouse Gas Emissions from Ships 

(paragraph 233 of the UN General Assembly Resolution 74/19 refers) 

As reported in 2019, the MEPC approved the Programme of follow-up actions of the initial 
IMO strategy on reduction of GHG emissions from ships up to 2023.  

The sixth session of the Intersessional Working Group on Reduction of GHG Emissions from 
Ships, established by the MEPC, met 11-15 November 2019 at IMO. It was attended by 
nearly 400 representatives from nearly 70 Member States, as well as from the UNFCCC, the 
European Commission, the League of Arab States and around 30 non-governmental 
organizations. 

The Working Group has made significant progress in pushing forward with work to help 
achieve the ambitious targets set out in the initial IMO strategy on reduction of GHG



a level playing field and is expected to improve the environment and human health (refer to 
the paragraph on Sulphur 2020 Limit – Safety issues above). 

Ballast Water Management Treaty Implementation  

(paragraph 230 of the UN General Assembly Resolution 74/19 refers) 

The International Convention for the Control and Management of Ships' Ballast Water and 
Sediments, 2004 (BWM Convention), entered into force 



comprehensive database of registries in the publicly available Contact Points Module in the 
Global Integrated Shipping Information System (GISIS).  
 
The IMO Secretariat has improved the display of information on ships which have been 
confirmed as not legally registered. In such a case, a "false flag" is shown for the particular 
ship in the module on Ship and company particulars in GISIS. 
 
WELLBEING OF SEAFARERS 
(paragraph 116 of the UN General Assembly Resolution 74/19 refers) 
 
As a result of COVID-19 pandemic the global shipping industry is facing significant challenges. 
Due to ongoing COVID-19 restrictions, large numbers of seafarers are having to extend their 
service on board ships after many months at sea, unable to be replaced after long tours of 
duty or be repatriated via aircraft to their home countries. Shipping is vital to the maintenance 
of global supply chains, but the current situation is unsustainable for the safety and wellbeing 
of ship crew and the safe operation of maritime trade. Each month about 150,000 seafarers 
need to be changed over to and from the ships which they operate to ensure compliance with 
international maritime regulations for ensuring safety, crew health and welfare, and the 
prevention of fatigue. 
 
Travel restrictions mean some seafarers cannot leave their ships, be repatriated home, or get 
urgent medical assistance. Other seafarers have seen their contracts unilaterally terminated 
or have been quarantined on board ships for more than 14 days, without getting paid. A large 
number of seafarers, as well as their spouses and family members, have reached out to IMO 
to share their concerns about a variety of difficult situations caused by the COVID-19 
pandemic.  
 
IMO has established an internal team to help resolve individual cases, often working alongside 
other organizations like ILO, the International Transport Workers’ Federation (ITF) and the 
International Chamber of Shipping (ICS). Since the beginning of the crisis, this dedicated team 
works around the clock – contacting representatives from national governments, NGOs, trade 
unions or relevant associations, or orienting seafarers towards the right organisation, to find 
solutions. 
 
On 27 March 2020 IMO issued Circular Letter No.4204/Add.6 which contains, inter alia, 
recommendations to Member States about measures to facilitate ship crew changes in 



for the facilitation of crew changes in ports and airports in the context of the COVID-19 
pandemic (Circular Letter No.4202/Add.18). 
 
 
CAPACITY BUILDING 
(paragraphs 17-19 of the UN General Assembly Resolution 74/19 refer) 

With a view to assisting developing countries improve their ability to comply with international 
rules and standards relating to maritime safety, security, efficiency of maritime transport and 
the prevention and control of marine pollution, IMO, through its technical cooperation 
programme, continued to deliver technical assistance to  Governments which lack the 
technical knowledge and resources needed to do so.  
 
Priority was given to technical assistance programmes that focus on human resources 
development and institutional capacity-building, the implementation of the 2030 UN Agenda 
for Sustainable Development and the special needs of Small Island Developing States (SIDs) 
and Least Developed States (LDCs).  
 
During the period under review, several technical cooperation activities were delivered, 
ranging from advisory and needs assessment missions and national and regional training 
events to guidance on the development of national maritime transport policies. Moreover, 
through its two global maritime training institutions, namely, the World Maritime University 
(WMU) located in Malmo, Sweden and the IMO International Maritime Law Institute (IMLI) 
based in Malta, IMO continued to offer the international maritime community the possibility to 
access high level post graduate maritime education. 
 
As part of UN "Delivering as One" principle, IMO promoted the importance of the maritime 
sector through the United Nations Sustainable Development Cooperation Framework 
(UNSDCF) and participated actively in meetings of the Regional Coordination Mechanism for 
Africa (RCM-Africa), promoting the African Union Agenda 2063, the African Integrated 
Maritime Strategy 2050 and the African Maritime Transport Charter 2010, as well as promoting 
and supporting the 2030 Agenda and its Sustainable Development Goals globally.  
 
MEASURES TO ADDRESS THE CONSEQUENCES OF THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC FOR 
INTERNATIONAL SHIPPING 
 
ACTION TAKEN BY THE SECRETARIAT 
 
IMO has worked in close cooperation with Member States, other UN agencies and the 
shipping industry on measures to address the fallout of the pandemic for the global maritime 
community, realizing that many Member States wished to have uniform recommendations on 
how to address certain issues. 
 
Central repository of all COVID-19 related information is the IMO website (www.imo.org) which 
contains, in a special section entitled "
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Special emphasis has been placed on assisting seafarers in these challenging times and a 
Seafarer Crisis Action Team has been established to intervene in specific cases regarding 
crew changes, repatriation, access to medical care and/or abandonment, where resolution at 


