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Growth of international migration slowed by 27%,  
or 2 million migrants, due to COVID - 19, says UN6„
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The number of international migrants worldwide reaches 281 million �˜*3-Lu
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New York, 15 January –  COVID-19 has disrupted all forms of human mobility through 
the closing of national borders and halting of travel worldwide.Preliminary 
estimates suggest that the pandemic may have slowed the growth in the stock of 
international migrants by around two million by mid-202 0, 27 per cent less than 
the growth expected since mid-2019, according to a report by the United Nations 
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Growth in the number of international migrants has been robust over the last two 
decades, reaching 281 million people living outside their country of origin in 
2020, up from 173 million in 2000 and 221 million in 2010. Currently, 
international migrants represent about 3.6 per cent of the world’s population.X
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The report, International Migration 2020 Highlights , by the Population Division of 

the UN Department of Economic and Social Affairs (UN DESA), provides the latest 
estimates of the number of international migrants by country of destination, 
origin, age and sex for all countries and areas of the world.6„
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