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Mister Chairman,

More than half a million women worldwide die every year from complications of
pregnancy and delivery. AIDS has made three million victims. In total, morbidity and
mortality related to bad reproductive health make up one fifth of the global morbidity
burden, and almost a third for women.

Family planning saves lives. Today, two hundred million women in need of efficient and
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available to them, it would be possible to avoid more than a hundred thousand maternal
deaths per year, that is, one fifth of the annual global number. In addition, when women
can plan and space pregnancies, families are smaller, more prosperous, and children are
in better health and better educated. '

The Belgian experience in the area of family planning is decentralized. There are around
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in restaurants or encouraging the practice of sports were promoted through several
campaigns.

The rights to health and to healthcare, including sexual and reproductive rights, form an
integral part of Belgian development cooperation policy in the area of health and gender
equality. The health sector constitutes almost 10% of our official development assistance.



(YN




