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Thank you. 

At the outset, I wish to express the sadness and deepest sympathies of the Government of Israel 
and the people of Israel over the tragedy in which Polish President Lech Kaczynski, his wife, 
senior members of the Polish government, army and all of the members of the Polish delegation 
lost their lives. 

Mr. Chairperson, 

I wish to offer you my personal warm congratulations on your election to the bureau and I wish 
you success and achievement. I am confident that your leadership and guidance will help the 
CPD effectively tackle the many issues it addresses in a professional and effective manner. I also 
wish to offer my best wishes to the vice-chairs on their elections to the bureau. 

On behalf of the State of Israel, I also would like to thank the Commission Secretariat for the 
reports that were submitted and for their thorough and invaluable work. Your dedication and 
commitment to this commission and to its success is greatly appreciated. Israel also applauds the 
work that the UNFPA has conducted towards the implementation of the Programme of Action of 
the International Conference on Population and Development. Israel looks forward to 
professional and fruitful work of this commission. 

Mr. Chairman, 

At the outset, I wish to express the sadness and deepest sympathies of the Government of Israel 
and the people of Israel over the tragedy in which Polish President Lech Kaczynski, his wife, 
senior members of the Polish government, army and all of the members of the Polish delegation 
lost their lives. 

Mr. Chairman, 

Over the past century, the world population has expanded exponentially while our advances in 
science and health have progressed in great speed, as well. However, such growth and progress 
created new obstacles that pose serious challenges to the health of our communities. As such, the 
work of this commission is crucial in reviewing population trends and evaluating and 
recommending best practices. 

This year's theme, "health, morbidity, mortality and development" offers us the opportunity to 
take a broad view of our health systems as a whole in order to further implement the Program of 
Action. For Israel, these challenges are particularly meaningful as the fertility rate in Israel 
stands at three children per 




