Statement of H.E. Archbishop Bernardito Auza
Apostolic Nuncio and Permanent Observer of the Holy See to the United Nations
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Sustainable cities, human mobility and international migration
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Mr. Chair,

Migration is a testament to the innate human desire for happiness, greater opportunity
and a better life, and a normal human response to crisis. When properly managed and
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economies and healthy societies at the national, regional and international levels.

The Global Compact for Safe, Orderly and Regular Migration is currently under
intergovernmental negotiations, with the aim of creating a comprehensive framework that

will improve the international management of migration and ensure that migration is
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and soc1et1es make sense in the long term. They are the key to making migration more
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of desperation.
Mr. Chair,
In the past years, many countries in the global north and the global south have been
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intractable conflicts, crippling economic crises, natural disasters and environmental
degradation. Faced with massive mixed flows of migrants and refugees, many States have
been caught off guard and lacked not only the necessary capacity to integrate migrants
properly but also the political will to receive them with the dignity they deserve. Moreover,
with an insufficient number of regular pathways available, especially for the migrants in
the most vulnerable situations, many individuals have been forced to seek irregular and
often dangerous mlgratory routes, falhng v1ct1m to smugghng, human trafﬁckmg, modern
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meet the basic needs and fundamental human rights of persons, first at home and, only
later, abroad.

Mr. Chair,

Because of increasing globalization and interdependence, the decisions and actions one
country takes in 1ts national interest dlrectly 1mpact the sntuahon of other countnes Any
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