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KEY MESSAGES 
 

WORLD SOCIAL REPORT 2023:  
LEAVING NO ONE BEHIND IN AN AGEING WORLD 

 
 

 Population ageing is a major success story of our time, but it also poses 
challenges 

 Population ageing is an inevitable and irreversible consequence of the 
demographic transition towards longer lives and smaller families. It is not limited 
to countries in advanced stages of the transition but starts to unfold already in 
relatively youthful populations.  

 Countries are at different stages of population ageing. It is important in all stages 
to ensure that the productive capacity of the economy can support the 
consumption needs of a growing older population.   

 Countries in early stages of the demographic transition need to plan ahead so that 
they can effectively manage the challenges, as well as the opportunities, of 
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 Governments should work to eliminate barriers to the participation of older people 
in the labour force while also supporting their learning and skills development 
throughout the life course.   
 

 Governments should balance the need for fiscal sustainability of public pension 
systems with the goal of ensuring income security for all older persons 

 All older persons should be covered by a pension, but strategies to expand 
coverage can vary. The overall direction should be towards introducing or 
expanding tax-funded pension schemes that provide basic income security to all 
older people, including workers in informal employment, and on reducing or 
eliminating gaps in coverage.   

 Governments should enable the expansion of decent work opportunities for 
women and other groups traditionally excluded from the formal labour market, 
both to secure their well-being at older ages and to expand the productive capacity 
of the economy.  


