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1. Mr. Chairman, The delegation of Botswana extends warm congratulations
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Session of the Commission on Population and Development. You have the full
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2. Mr Chairman, during the past four decades Botswana has been
increasingly transforming into an urban society. There were only 5 urban centres
in 1971 and they increased to 8 in 1981, 26 in 1991 and 34 in 2001. In 1966
only 2% of the population lived in urban areas. This proportion increased further
to 8.5% in 1971, 17% in 1981, 45% in 1991 and a further 54% in 2001. The
proportion is projected to increase to 65% by 2011. In Botswana, a settlement

that has more than 5000 people with at least 75% engaged in non-agricultural
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council whose membership con5|sts of public and prwate sector representatwes
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7. Mr. Chairman, on another note, Botswana continues to make concerted
efforts to respond to the HIV/AIDS epidemic. The epidemic is a serious national
challenge as the response entails diverting resources from development
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