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The world’s population is growing larger and older, while also becoming more mobile and more 
urbanized. Population size, structure and distribution have major implications for, and will be 
significantly influenced by, the implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. The 
following key findings are based on a report of 
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5.  Globally, women are having fewer babies, but fertility rates remain high in some parts of the world

Today, close to half of all people globally live in a country or area where fertility is below 2.1 births per woman 
over a lifetime. In 2019, fertility remains above this level, on average, in sub-Saharan Africa (4.6), Oceania 
excluding Australia/New Zealand (3.4), Northern Africa and Western Asia (2.9), and Central and Southern Asia 
(2.4). The global fertility rate, which fell from 3.2 births per woman in 1990 to 2.5 in 2019, is projected to decline 
further to 2.2 in 2050.
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