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Women who work while they are raising children face significant 

burdens, given the persistent gender-based division of labour 

within the home. Employed women in Taiwan Province of China 

work 7.9 hours a day on average, and men work 8.4 hours. On 

average, women spend another 2.4 hours a day on housework 

and childcare, while men spend only 0.5 hours. Not surprisingly, 

surveys of unmarried women reveal widespread misgivings 

about marriage and motherhood. 

A strong preference for childcare within the family adds to 

women’s burdens. More than one half of children under age 3 are 

cared for by their parents, primarily by their mothers, and another 

one third are cared for by their grandparents. As of 2013, only  

9 per cent were cared for by babysitters, and less than 1 per cent 


