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Nevertheless, prevention is not the whole answer. We will all need 

health care sooner or later, and we all want and deserve the best. 

Another critical challenge is to shape healthcare systems so that they 

can respond to the increasing demands for disease management in 

ageing populations. All societies face this challenge and already many 

are finding innovative ways of addressing it.  Your deliberations this 

week have allowed you to share experience and distil some of the best 

practices around. But this is an ongoing task and the guidance 

emerging from this session will likely need important revisions in a 

few years, as more countries learn how best to adapt to their evolving 

demographic and epidemiological realities. 

 

In sum, you have worked diligently in considering how best to 

improve health and delay death, and the Commission’s attention to 

these issues has been particularly timely. 

  

To conclude, Mr. Chairman, let me commend you and all members of 

the Bureau for your commitment to the work of the Commission and 

for your able preparation of this session, and let me thank especially 

Mr. Shoji Miyagawa for taking on the difficult task of facilitating the 

informal consultations and therefore contributing in a major way to 

the [work/success] of this session.  


