


another. And they care. 

They want to protect the environment that will be home to their children. They understand what a 
waste it is to spend money on weapons that kill instead of food that nourishes. And they believe in the 
United Nations – even if they expect us to do much, much more. 

I share their high expectations. And I value their desire to contribute. Above all, I want to help youth 
find their place in our United Nations – to work together on the major problems facing our world. 

In 1994, the Cairo Programme of Action put people at the centre of population and development. The 
international community declared in one voice that when we empower individuals, especially women, 
we help whole societies. 

Today we need to view young people through this same lens of empowerment. 

Youth have great hopes for the future – but they cannot survive on hopes. They need food, jobs and 
health care. 

They especially need reproductive health care. 

We cannot ignore the facts. Many young people are 




