


must go beyond biology and anatomy. It must include information about sexuality, sexual and

reproductive health, and condoms and other contraceptive services and supplies. It must also

include the promotion of gender equality, healthy relationships, and human rights, as well as

the prevention of gender-based violence and discrimination.

It is time that our governments ensure that every young person has access to the full-range of

quality sexual and reproductive health services that are confidential, affordable, integrated, and

respectful of our rights to privacy and informed consent. We deserve to have all our needs met In a

holistic fashion, from the provision of comprehensive sexuality education to prevention and

treatment of sexually transmitted infections including HIV; from the full-range of modern

contraception and family planning supplies to pre- and post-natal care and emergency obstetric

care; and from prevention and counseling for sexual and gender-based violence to safe, legal

abortion services.

And it is time that our governments put in place the legal and structural protections we young

people need in order to achieve our right to the highest attainable standard of sexual and

reproductive health. This includes creating, promoting and enforcing policies and programs

that eliminate harmful traditional practices like early and forced marriage and female genital

cutting/mutilation. This means rescinding age requirements, parental and spousal notification

and consent laws, and mandatory waiting periods to access services. And this means repealing

laws and policies that permit violence and discrimination against LGBTQ youth and other

marginalized populations, while enacting measures that respect and promote their rights.

The fulfillment of young people's human rights is a necessary condition for achieving the ICPD

Programme of Action and the Millennium Development Goals. We are ready, willing, and able

to serve alongside you in these efforts, but let me make one thing clear--if we are to ever reach

these goals we must unequivocally proclaim that "Youth rights ore human rights and human

rights ore youth rights!"


