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Amnesty International welcomes the theme of the forty-fifth session of the Commission on
Population and Development- 'Adolescents and Youth'.

We welcome in particular the centrality this session gives to adolescent and youth sexual and
reproductive health. As the world reviews progress on the implementation of the Cairo
Programme of Action of the 1994 International Conference on Population and Development,
it is imperative that concerns regarding adolescent and youth sexual and reproductive health
and rights are given serious attention.

Today, there are 1.8 billion young people between the ages of 10-24 who do not yet have
access to the comprehensive sexual and reproductive health services and sexuality education
that they need for a healthy life. It is crucial that their human rights, including their sexual




