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unsafe and unprotected sex. Fortunately, the National Adolescent Reproductive Health Policy
provides for the right of all adolescents to reproductive health information and services including
an option for abstention from sex.

Ghana is rapidly becoming urbanized, with a large army of unemployed youth migrating from
the rural hinterland in search of non-existent jobs. This trend is increasing urb,m poverty and
other related challenges including the inability to afford descent housing, livelihood and sexual
and reproductive health among the youth.

Mr. Chairman, to address these challenges confronting adolescents and the youth, Ghana has
implemented several programmes that directly or indirectly affect the holistic development of
adolescents and youth. Adolescents are increasingly becoming more knowledgeable about sexual
and reproductive health issues that affect them. Prominent among these interventions are:

The establislnnent of the National Population Council (NPC) in 1992 by an Act of Parliament
to co-ordinate all population related programmes in Ghana and to advise government
accordingly. The NPC is currently working towards revising the National Population Policy
to include emerging issues particularly those that directly affect adolescents and the youth.

The provision of guarantees of rights and freedoms for all persons including the youth in the
1992 Constitution. There is media plurality and thÿ youth are free to join any political
grouping of their choice. The youth actively participated in the development of the Ghana
Shared Growth and Development Agenda (GSGDA) 2010-2013, which is the development
blue-print of Ghana.

The creation of a desk for Adolescent Health and Development (ADHD) programmes in the
Ghana Health Service headed by a programme manager. Youth friendly services are also
being promoted at health facilities nationwide. A Multi-sectoral National Adolescent Health
Strategic Plan (2009-2015) and Standards and Tools for Monitoring Adolescent and Youth-




