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My nmne is Cecilia Espinoza, I am from Nicaragua and I am speaking on behalf of Ipas, an

international NGO worldng with local, national and global partners to ensure that women can obtain

safe, respectful and comprehensive abortion care, including counseling and contraception to prevent

future unintended pregnancies. Young women especially are often seriously harmed by the lack of

sflch care. I would like to tell you about one of them today.

In 2009, L.C., a 13-year-old girl living in Peru was raped. When she discovered she was pregnant,

L.C. jumped froln the roof of her house in an unsuccessful attempt to commit suicide. Due to her

injuries, she needed surgery, but doctors would not perform it because she was pregnant, nor would

they allow her access to a therapeutic abortion, although that would have been legal.

It was only after L.C. had a miscarriage that doctors were willing to give her the surgery she needed.

L.C. was operated on nearly tlu'ee and a half months after her injuries. Due to her condition, she is

still unable to attend school.

When the United Nations Committee that reviews CEDAW considered her case, the Committee

concluded that the State must establish a mechanism for effective access to therapeutic abortion in a

manner that protects the physical and mental health of women and prevents the future occurrence of

similar violations.

In 1994, the Progrmnme of Action of the International Conference on Population and Development in

Cairo established important agreements for human development for young people, especially young

women, and fm"cher progress is needed to achieve full recognition of the sexual and reproductive

rights of young people.

Pregnancy and childbirth-related complications continue to be one of the leading causes of death for

women ages 15 to 19 (Rowbottom 2007). The United Nations estimates that more than 14 million

youngwomen give birth each year, and over 90 percent of these young women live in developing






