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To meet this challenge, the Government of Israel has expanded an initiative which

provides one- or two-year second-chance preparatory courses. Many of these courses are

customized to meet the needs of special populations, including Israeli-Arabs, Ethiopian

immigrants, the disabled and youth who have grown-up in residential facilities of the

child welfare system. There are also a number of initiatives which adapt workforce

preparation programs for these groups.

Although there is a wide range of opportunities and services are available throughout the

country, young people often lack the information or need special assistance to access

them. As a response, the Israeli Government, the American Jewish Joint Distribution

Committee, and other organizations are partnering to develop a national network of

Young Adult Centers. These Centers began as a service for new immigrants but have

now been expanded to serve all young adults. Their goal is to help young adults link up

with employment opportunities by promoting access to continuing education, vocational

counseling, volunteer opportunities and leadership training. Personal support is also

provided when required.

Mr. Chairman,

Israel recognizes that investments in science, technology, and innovation education are

among the most critical sources of economic transformation in many countries around the

world. In today's world, an understanding of science, mathematics, and technology is

crucial in the workplace. As more and more tasks become computerized, jobs

increasingly require high-level skills that involve critical thinking, problem-solving,

communicating ideas to others, and collaborating effectively. Many of these jobs build on

skills developed through high-quality science, mathematics, and technology education.

Throughout Israel, a number of large educational networks have been established to

provide educational programs fostering and encouraging young students to develop their

abilities and careers in high-tech and advanced scientific studies. The ORT Israel

network, for example, specializes in instilling knowledge, skills and values in its students,

and operates throughout Israel, especially in peripheral regions. Today, one out of ten

Israeli high school students study in an ORT managed institution.



Mr. Chairman,

Empowering adolescents and youth also lies at the heart of Israel's international

development work. One example is the collaboration between the Mount Carmel

International Training Center and the Young American Business Trust, who have




