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Chair, �

To be young can and should be beautiful. �
But it is also life, and by what right do these people, �

belonging to past and present generations, have that power? �

Chair, �

It is for this Commission to widen people's personal freedom and to decide on frameworks that will �
enable people, not least young people, to make informed choices �

about their good health and well-being. 

about when to have children 

and the spacing of those children 

18 years after the adoption of the Cairo Programme of Action, the world is witnessing the largest �
generation ever entering sexual and reproductive life. They aspire for education. Then they aspire for �
working 



F i r s t , 

We kn o w t h a t c o m p r e h e n s i v e s e x u a l i t y e d u c a t i o n he l p s y o u n g p e o p l e t o c o p e with t h e i r ide n t i t y , t h e i r 

s e x u a l i t y a n d t h e i r fu n d a m e n t a l d e c i s i o n s i n life. In fact, g i r l s a n d b o y s w h o r e c e i v e c o m p r e h e n s i v e 

se x u a l i t y e d u c a t i o n are m o r e li k e l y t o p o s t p o n e s e x u a l d e b u t a n d p r o t e c t t h e m s e l v e s from ab u s e , u n w a n t e d 

p r e g n a n c i e s and s e x u a l l y t r a n s m i t t e d in f e c t i o n s . In e s s e n c e , t h i s e d u c a t i o n g i v e s t h e m k n o w l e d g e and 

sk i l l s t h a t e n a b l e s th e m t o p r o t e c t t h e m s e l v e s . 

C o m p r e h e n s i v e s e x u a l i t y e d u c a t i o n is n o t a b o u t e n c o u r a g i n g c h i l d r e n t o e x p e r i m e n t w i t h t h e i r s e x u a l i t y o r  

in d o c t r i n a t i n g t h e m i n t o n o n h e t e r o s e x u a l l i f e s t y l e s as so m e , r e g r e t f u l l y , are falsely cl a i m i n g . 


Se c o n d , 

A p a r t i c u l a r fo c u s on gi r l s a n d y o u n g w o m e n is r e q u i r e d b e c a u s e o f t h e i r v u l n e r a b i l i t i e s a n d sp e c i f i c 

ne e d s . Ea r l y and forced m a r r i a g e s a n d e a r l y p r e g n a n c i e s c a n be a h e a l t h ri s k a n d a l s o de p r i v e y o u n g gi r l s 

o f t h e o p p o r t u n i t y t o  g e t e d u c a t e d , m a k e a liv i n g , b e i n g a v o i c e in so c i e t y . We ne e d t o c h a n g e t h i s and 

a l l o w t h e m t o re a c h t h e i r full p o t e n t i a l - t o ma k e c h o i c e s a b o u t t h e i r o w n liv e s , free o f c o e r c i o n , 

d i s c r i m i n a t i o n a n d any ki n d o f  vi o l e n c e . 


Th i r d , 

W e k n o w t h a t in c o u n t r i e s w h e r e a b o r t i o n is illegal, b o t h t h e n u m b e r o f a b o r t i o n s a n d the n u m b e r o f  

wo m e n d y i n g from a b o r t i o n s in c r e a s e . 

T h u s it is false , as so m e cl a i m , t h a t t h o s e o f  us w h o p r o m o t e a n d p r o t e c t t h e hu m a n r i g h t o f w o m e n t o  

c h o o s e a b o r t i o n as a w a y o f  d e a l i n g w i t h u n w a n t e d p r e g n a n c i e s al s o p r o m o t e a b o r t i o n . O n t h e con t r a r y . I 

d o n o t k n o w o f a n y c o u n t r y o r  g o v e r n m e n t t h a t fav o u r s a b o r t i o n s a s s u c h . T h e iss u e is n o w and in t h e 

future: Wh o s h o u l d m a k e t h e u l t i m a t e de c i s i o n . T h e w o m e n ? O r  t h e c u s t o d i a n s o f o l d c u l t u r a l o r re l i g i o u s 

ru l e s ? E m p i r i c a l e v i d e n c e s h o w s t h a t t h o s e w h o o p p o s e legal a b o r t i o n a c t u a l l y c o n t r i b u t e t o p r o m o t i n g t h e 

use o f a b o r t i o n , o f  u n s a f e a b o r t i o n s a n d u n n e c e s s a r y de a t h s . 


A n d t h i s l e a d s m e t o m y l a s t p o i n t wi t h r e g a r d s t o h u m a n rig h t s : 

We k n o w t h a t al l a r o u n d t h e wor l d - in all c o u n t r i e s a n d in all c u l t u r e s , s u b s c r i b i n g to al l re l i g i o n s 

m i l l i o n s o f  p e o p l e ha v e s e x u a l o r i e n t a t i o n s t h a t d i f f e r from t h e ma j o r i t y . 

W e kn o w as w e l l t h a t m i l l i o n s o f g a y s , l e s b i a n s a n d t r a n s g e n d e r p e r s o n s , i n all re g i o n s o f  the world, are 

b e i n g e x p o s e d t o v i o l e n c e and h a r a s s m e n t b e c a u s e o f t h e i r s e x u a l o r i e n t a t i o n a n d g e n d e r id e n t i t y . 


T h i s is a g r a v e v i o l a t i o n o f  t h e i r h u m a n ri g h t s , a n d t h i s C o m m i s s i o n m u s t s p e a k l o u d l y t o help b r i n g t h i s 

d i s c r i m i n a t i o n t o a n end! 


Ch a i r , 

T h i s h a s b e e n a s t a t e m e n t o n t h e h u m a n r i g h t s o f y o u n g pe o p l e . B e f o r e I cl o s e , let me m a k e a fin a l p o i n t 

o n t h e r e l a t i o n s h i p b e t w e e n h u m a n r i g h t s a n d d e v e l o p m e n t : 

We k n o w t h a t p r o m o t i o n and p r o t e c t i o n o f h u m a n r i g h t s is n o t a p r o d u c t o f - b u t a s i g n i f i c a n t c o n t r i b u t o r 

t o d e v e l o p m e n t . A n d t h a t t h o s e c o u n t r i e s t h a t fail t o  r e c o g n i z e t h i s p a y t h e p r i c e t h e m s e l v e s . 


T h u s it is false, as m a n y c l a i m , t h a t r e s p e c t fo r e v e r y o n e ' s hu m a n r i g h t s m u s t w a i t unti l a c o u n t r y r e a c h e s 

a c e r t a i n level o f d e v e l o p m e n t . 


O n  the c o n t r a r y ; a r i g h t s - b a s e d a p p r o a c h t o d e v e l o p m e n t is the o n l y d e c e n t a n d e f f e c t i v e w a y t o  go. We 
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human right!. 



