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Mr. Chairman,

The Russian Federation appreciates the Commission's contribution to the activities in the

framework of the implementation of the recommendations of the International Conference on

Population and Development, raising public awareness and enhancement of information exchange

on these issues. I would like to thank the Secretariat for the interesting reports on adolescents and

youth that, in our opinion, constitute a good basis for discussion of the wide range of issues on the

agenda of this session.

In recent years the Russian Federation has made considerable progress in the realization of

its national demographic policy. Thanks to dynamic actions during the last five years we managed to

significantly increase birth and reduce death rates. Foiÿ the first time in years the reduction of

Russia's population has stopped. We began to restore the demographical potential of our country.

The problems of social well-being of adolescents and youth are among the key priorities of

the demographic policy of the Russian Federation.

Presently in Russia there are almost 21 million people aged 15 to 24. That makes around

• 15% of the country's population. Because of the negative demographic trends of the past 20 years

the share of young people in our country is not large. That's why our aim is to insure the most

favorable conditions for their further life, to bring up a generation of spiritually developed, well-

educated and socially active people.

Our actions in regard to this generation, which will constitute in 15-20 years a backbone of

labor assets, are of a very wide scope and embrace all the aspects of life of adolescents and youth.
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The vast majority of adolescents and young people five in families with their parents. For

that reason we pay particular attention to creating conditions promoting the development of good

family relations and family values.



Mr. Chairman,

,1-   A brief statement does not allow touching upon all the problems of youth. The issues of

employment, decent work and standard of living, family planning and marriage, migration are

extremely important. All these problems are in focus of the public authorities of the Russian

Federation. For their solution necessary legislative, organizational and financial measures are being

taken.

We believe that our youth is our future. This future's potential has to be build. The problems

of youth should be dealt with in an integrated manner including all components of youth and

demographic policy. Comprehensive assistance to youth, dedicated and coordinated actions for

efficient use of young people's potential provide large resources for economic and social progress.

Thank you for your attention.




