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The policing of sexuality and sexual norms for young girls and women is

characteristic of religious extremists of all faiths. Respecting and believing in

the diversity of human beings and their religious beliefs, we take this

opportunity to highlight one of the most pressing population development

issues of young people especially that of adolescent girls and young women:

the subjugation of sexuality and rights by religious extremists.

Honorable Mr. Chair,

The extremist values promoted by these movements result in negative

consequences for young women's sexual and reproductive health and rights.

Out of the 1.8 billion young people in the world today, half are adolescent girls

and young women.  Most of them are subject to traditions sanctioned by

religious extremists such as early and child marriages, and female genital

cutting. Apart from the mutilation some suffer, this makes them vulnerable to

early pregnancies, unintended pregnancies and frequent pregnancies along

with the accompanying mortality and morbidities such as obstetric fistula, STIs

including HIV/AIDs and unsafe abortions etc. For example, about 2.5 million

adolescents have unsafe abortions each year, often with complications more

serious than those experienced by older women. 2 It is proven that legal

restrictions on abortion do not lower the number of abortions3.

Such extremist values deny young girls and women their basic human rights

including their reproductive rights as recognized in the ICPD PoA and





Catholics for Choice

Catholics for Reproductive Health - the Philippines

David Pollock - the United Kingdom

European Humanist Federation - Belgium

Spanish Federation of Family Planning - Spain

Family Planning Association of Portugal

Irish Family Planning Association - Ireland

Indonesian's Women's Association for Justice - Legal Aid Foundation (APIK)

Likhaan Centre for Women's Health - The Philippines

PROMSEX, Centro de Promoci6n y Defensa de los Derechos Sexuales y

Reproductivos - Peru

Reproductive Rights Advocacy Alliance of Malaysia (RRAAM)

RFSU - Sweden

Sex og Politikk - The Norwegian Association for Sexual and Reproductive

Health and Rights

Sexuality Studies Association - Thailand

Shirkat Gah Women's Resource Centre - Pakistan

Southeast Asian Consortium on Gender, Sexuality and Health - Thailand

Yayasan Kesehatan Perempuan (YKP) - Indonesia

The Rev. Vincent Lachina - U.S.A.

The statement is also supported by:

CHETNA- India

World YWCA

ASTRA Youth Network

4




