
a global voice
for women Soroptimist 0 International

Soroptimist International Statement

For tile Commission on Population and Develo ment A ril 23 - 27, 2012

Soroptimists in Fiji organised an ongoing program with tile Ministry of Agriculture training wonlen
and girls in snstainable prodnction, using land whieh was otherwise lying faliow. The Soroptimists

partnered with gender coordinators in the Ministry of Agriculture and reached out to groups of

rural women to offer training and support. They continue education with the women on topics such

as land utilisation, home gardens, vegetable production, and financial literacy. The Soroptimists
have also created 'training gardens' and provided much needed agricultural tools. 200 women and

100 girls have been trained.

Maggie, a member of Soroptimist International and a communiO, health worker in rural Papua

New Guinea, was summoned to assist in a difficult deliver), of a young pregnant woman.  Maggie

called in a midwife and with the assistance of the villagers providing light, the baby was safely
delivered and mother and baby returned to their family mid villagÿ  Soroptimists International
support this birthing project to provide prenatal care and reproductive education to hundreds of

young girls and women in Papua New Guinea.

If no other message is heard during this meeting Soroptimist International asks that the word
"sustainable" echo in the minds of all participants. This has been a year with much focus on
sustainability, fi'om the DPI/NGO Conference focussing on connecting the dots between
sustainable development and voluntary organizations, to the 56" Session of the Commission
on the Status of Women where governments and civil society together explored the

empowerment of rural women and their role in poverty and hunger eradication, to Rio+20
looking towards "the future we want". Soroptimist International has taken the same message
to all of these international events - that to truly achieve sustainable development, and to use
the sustainable development model to achieve the MDGs, governments cannot ignore the
critical role of women and girls and the resources they need to fully participate in society.

Soroptimist International now brings that same message to the Commission on Population

and Development - to promote productive capacity, employment, and decent work to
eradicate poverty in the context of inclusive, sustainable, and equitable economic growth at
all levels to achieve the MDGs, governments must recognise and support the role of women
and girls. Gender equality is not an optional ideal to discuss in theory; it is vitally important
and indeed necessary to even contemplate sustainable development. Without official
commitment to gender equality - a basic human right - development will stop dead in its
tracks. Societies will regress. We are gravely concerned with the threat to gender equality in
the current international political climate.

Soroptimist International, speaking on behalf of nearly 90,000 women worldwide, in 125

countries and territories, calls upon governments to recognise women as equal partners in
striving towards sustainable development and a higher quality of life for all people. Our
organisation draws upon the experience of our grassroots clubs, responding to local needs, to



bring these salient points to the attention of the governments. Policies, programmes, funding
streams, and security measures must protect, respect, and fulfil the rights of women and
girls.. By ensuring that governments take all necessary steps to educate, empower, and

enable opportunities for women as equal partners, we can begin to progressively realise
poveÿ and hunger eradication, improvement in human development, and, most importantly
to Soroptimist International, the positive transformative of the lives of women and girls in
need.

This, distinguished delegates and ministers, is what is needed to eradicate poverty and
hunger, to realise human development and potential, and meaningfully work towards the
MDGs. Empowering women and girls with rights, resources, and recognition as equal
partners is not optional; it is unquestionably necessary.

The project examples given at the beginning of this statement do just that. Locally relevant,
simple, cost-effective, and empowering solutions make a difference. These examples put
women at the centre of those solutions, empowering them with skills, confidence, and the
resources and support they need to economically participate in society. The results are
improvements in the Communities as a whole, in inclusive, sustainable, and equitable ways.

With this in mind, Soroptimist International makes the following recommendations to
promote productive capacity, employment, and decent work to eradicate poverty in the
context of inclusive, sustainable, and equitable economic growth at all levels to achieve the
MDGs:

•  realise previous commitments to gender equality, and recognise the critical role of
gender equality in sustainable development and ensure that gender equality is not
erased from international policy dialogue;

•  implement with urgency policies and programmes which provide women and girls a
secure environment

•  provide women and girls with equal access to complete secondary education,
recognising that the longer women remain in education, the greater the cumulative
intergenerational benefits for their children as well as the economy and wider society;

•  and ensure that women have equal access to suitable work and equal pay, resources,

assets and opportunities; and provide employment to all women and girls to secure
sustainable livelihoods.

Thank you for our attention.




