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Mr. President,

The Swiss delegation would like to thank the Secretariat for the excellent reports in
preparation of this session.

Adolescents and youth are full of hope, aspirations and energy to contribute to the
advancement of our societies. Yet they face many challenges in this period of their lives. Let
us do our best to help them develop their potential, become productive, caring and happy
adults with good ethical values and capable to show solidarity with the vulnerable and
disadvantaged. Priority has to be given to quality education, skills development and universal
access to health for all adolescents and youth. Let us ensure that young people have
professional training opportunities and can find decent work to be able to become
economically autonomous and make positive contributions to society. Let us address
persisting gender gaps in education, training, employment and remuneration to ensure that
girls and young women enjoy equal opportunities and rights along with their male





technically-competent, non-judgemental staff, who respect their clients' confidentiality and
privacy. Youth-friendly services need to be specifically designed to attract young clients,
meet their individual evolving needs and have to be affordable.

Mr. President,

Switzerland engaged in a harmonized process to strengthen youth policy development and is
on the verge of adopting it into law. Through its development cooperation, Switzerland is
committed to contributing to the improvement of the situation of young people with limited
prospects in life such as those affected by poverty, violent conflict, infected with HIV or
otherwise disadvantaged. In various programs we support formal and informal education and
skills development of poor or disadvantaged youth, many in rural areas, with a particular
accent on adolescent girls when gender gaps persist. Support is provided to facilitate the
training and professional integration of young men and women. Switzerland supports the
development of Youth Friendly Health Services which include the full participation of young
people, peer education and life skills-based education. We also support programs to end
violence against girls and women including sexual abuse and coercion.

Mr. President

Switzerland regards young people to be actors in their own right and essential partners in
development. Young people have their own visionsÿ know what they need and are generally
willing to take over responsibility for their lives. Let us do everything possible to avoid
suffering and allow them to realize their dreams.

Thank you for your attention
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