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Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,  

 

 

I would like to thank Ambassador Gomez Camacho for introducing this panel and for his 

undertaking the vital task of co-facilitating the modalities of the Global Compact on Migration. 

 

I would like to thank as well to DESA for organizing 15 of these ever valuable Coordination 

Meetings and preparing a succinct but informative background note for this panel identifying 

landmarks in the UN’s engagement with migration issues. 

 

We all know how far the UN needs to go, how much needs to be done to meet the expectations 

of the two compacts on refugees and migrants promised in the New York Declaration for 2018. 

I ask your indulgence for letting me reverse the lenses and reflect how far the UN and global 

community have come in the past 15 years. I would like to explain why migration played next to 

no role in the MDGs in 2001.  But it is central to the SDGs. 

 

A group of UN officials wrote a report to Secretary-General Kofi Annan in 2002. The 

international community has come far since then in making migration an essential part of the UN 
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An effort was made to explore the feasibility of matching the MDGs with Millennium Rights 

Goals (MRGs), which would then have included migration targets and indicators drawn from the 

human rights chapter of the Millennium Declaration.  But the reluctance of the Member States 



��

�

�

exclusively in SDG 10.7: “orderly, safe, regular and responsible” migration facilitated by well-

managed migration policies.   

The New York Declaration for Refugees and Migrants, whatever its limitations as an action 

platform, reflects a clear willingness of Member States to reaffirm the principles of refugee 

protection and to assume multilateral UN responsibility for promoting orderly migration. 

 

And now we have an carefully crafted report from Peter Sutherland that identifies practical 

measures that states can take now to ensure that migration is more orderly safe regular and 

responsible. 

 

Clearly the UN has set an ambitious agenda between now and 2018.  And the world is watching, 

and waiting for the UN to deliver. 

 

 

Thank you. 


