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Panel “The global compact on migration: Regional and human rights dimensions” 

(Thursday 16 February 2017, 3 - 4.30 pm) 

 

"The contribution of  regional consultative processes on migration  to the 
Global Compact on Safe, Orderly and Regular Migration " 

Talking Points for Jill Helke, Director for International Cooperation and Partnerships, IOM 

 

 

1. About ISCMs.  Background.   

Inter-State Consultation Mechanisms on migration (ISCM) (also called migration dialogues) 
are state-led, ongoing information-sharing and policy dialogues on the regional, inter-
regional or global level for those States with an interest in promoting cooperation in the 
field of migration.   

ISCMs consist of global processes on migration1, inter-regional forums on migration2 
(bridging two or more regions) and regional consultative processes on migration3 (covering 
one region).  The terms IRF and RCP are often used interchangeably to denote policy 
dialogue processes with regional focus.   

The need for a discrete, informal environment for states to consider migration issues among 
themselves has led to emergence of policy dialogues on migration at the regional level.  
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policy discussion. Ever since then, number of such dialogues has grown along with the 
spectrum of migration issues addressed.   

Currently there are 13 RCPs and 15 IRFs, covering all the regions of the world and addressing 
a wide array of migration issues.   

 

The role of ISCMs in migration policy 

The mechanisms have, for example, 

 encouraged communication and the creation of trusted networks among migration 
practitioners.  

 increased the international community’s appreciation of migration issues and 
challenges.   

 acted as “laboratories” to pilot regional and inter-regional migration initiatives. 

 




